
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament.   

The name “Malachi” means “my messenger.”  The same word is 
behind Malachi 1:1 and Malachi 3:1.   

Malachi 1:1 
The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.  

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger,  

and he will prepare the way before me… 

By Malachi’s time, almost a century had passed after the return 
from exile.   

The Temple was rebuilt, but the high hopes set by the prophets 
Haggai & Zechariah were not yet realized.  

Complacency settled in among the Jewish people.   

Worship of God became half-hearted.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The priesthood degenerated.  They did things that violated the 
Law, and they were failing in their responsibility to guide and 
teach the people.   

Malachi 2:7-8 
For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek 
instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.   

But you have turned aside from the way.  You have caused many to stumble  
by your instruction.  You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,  

says the Lord of hosts 

The basic message the prophet Malachi gave to the Jewish people 
was to live right and do right before God.   

Proper worship was emphasized in Malachi.   

For Malachi, proper worship was as much a matter of the heart as 
it was following the Law. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi told the Jewish people to stop sacrificing sick, crippled 
animals.   

Malachi 1:6-10 
“A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  If then I am a father, where 
is my honor?  And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of hosts to 
you, O priests, who despise my name.  But you say, ‘How have we despised your 

name?’  By offering polluted food upon my altar.  But you say, ‘How have we 
polluted you?’  By saying that the Lord's table may be despised.  When you offer 

blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil?  And when you offer those that are 
lame or sick, is that not evil?  Present that to your governor; will he accept you 
or show you favor? says the Lord of hosts.  And now entreat the favor of God, 
that he may be gracious to us.  With such a gift from your hand, will he show 

favor to any of you? says the Lord of hosts.  Oh that there were one among you 
who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain!   

I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will not accept an 
offering from your hand. 

Malachi also told the people to follow the Jewish Law, and bring 
ten percent (a tithe) of their harvest and herds to the Temple.   

Bits of prophecy were mixed in with Malachi’s preaching.  Malachi 
warned the people not to forget that the Lord is coming, and will 
bring justice and healing when He does.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

There is only one messianic prophecy in Malachi, and it is near 
the end of the book.   

Actually, it is more accurate to say that Malachi has one 
messianic prophecy, but it appears twice.   

Malachi 3:1 is repeated with more detail in Malachi 4:5.

It seemed reasonable to Jewish people that Elijah could return.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

It seemed reasonable to Jewish people that Elijah could return.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

According to the story in 2nd Kings, Elijah did not die.   

Elijah ascended to God.   

2 Kings 2:9-11 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, 
before I am taken from you.”  And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double 

portion of your spirit on me.”  And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet,  
if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do 

not see me, it shall not be so.”  And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them.   

And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

It was easy for Jewish people to believe that Malachi’s prophecy 
could happen.   

All four Gospels agree that John the Baptizer (John the Baptist) 
appeared in fulfillment of the Malachi’s prophecy. 

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

According to John’s gospel, however, John the Baptist did not see 
himself that way.   

John 1:19-23 
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites  

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny,  
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”  And they asked him, “What then?   

Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.”  So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 

who sent us.  What do you say about yourself?” He said,  “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 

Isaiah said.”

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The prophecy John had in mind was Isaiah 40:3.  

Isaiah 40:3 
A voice cries:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Jesus, however, did see John the Baptist as fulfilling Malachi’s 
prophecy. 

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jesus announced to the crowds that, yes, John was the Elijah 
who was to come: 

Matthew 11:7-15 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:  

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?  
What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?  Behold, those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.  What then did you go out to see?  
A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is he of whom it is 

written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 
before you.’  Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no 

one greater than John the Baptist.  Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.  From the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.  For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it,  

he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Later, after His Transfiguration, Jesus privately confirmed to 
Peter, James, & John that John the Baptist did come as “Elijah,” 
as Malachi prophesied.   

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus explained John 
the Baptist’s work and ministry in relation to His own.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Matthew 17:10-13 
And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must 

come?” He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things.  
But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him,  
but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly 

suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to 
them of John the Baptist. 

Mark 9:11-13 
And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”   

And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things.  And how is it 
written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with 

contempt?  But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever 
they pleased, as it is written of him.”

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Several times, in several ways, writers of the New Testament 
confirmed that John the Baptist was the Elijah to come, in 
fulfillment Malachi’s prophecy.   

Gospel writer Mark fused the prophecies of Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 
40:3 into one quote:  

Mark 1:1-3 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 

prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness:  
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 

In telling the story behind John’s birth, Luke confirmed that John 
appeared in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In Luke chapter 1, Zechariah was identified as John the Baptist’s 
father.   

Zechariah was a priest.  While ministering at the inner altar of the 
Temple, Zechariah encountered the angel Gabriel, sent by God to 
deliver a message for Zechariah.   

The angel Gabriel announced that Zechariah’s aged wife would 
conceive and bear a son.  Their son was to be named John, and he 
was the one foretold to come “in the spirit and power of Elijah.”  
Zechariah did not trust the angel Gabriel’s message.   

Consequently, Zechariah was struck mute for the 9 months of his 
wife Elizabeth’s pregnancy.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

After John’s birth, Zechariah’s voice was returned to him when it 
came time to name his son.  Zechariah then launched into a song 
of praise, which included this line about his son: 

Luke 1:76 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways 
Zechariah’s song of praise matched what the angel Gabriel had 
told him nine months earlier: 

Luke 1:16-17 
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,  

and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

John the Baptist’s preaching and ministry did much to enliven the 
people’s faith.   

The complacency of Malachi’s time was gone.  John raised 
people’s expectations about the coming of Christ (Messiah).   

Luke 3:15-17 
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming,  

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jesus’ work and ministry seemed to continue and even raise the 
religious fervor of the Jewish people.   

John’s work, first, and then Jesus’ work, raised people’s 
speculation about whether the time of fulfillment had come for 
Malachi’s prophecy.

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

Matthew 16:13-14 
Now when Jesus came 

into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples,  

“Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” And 

they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, others 
say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.”

Mark 8:27-28 
And Jesus went on with 

his disciples to the 
villages of Caesarea 

Philippi. And on the way 
he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that 
I am?” And they told him, 

“John the Baptist; and 
others say, Elijah; and 

others, one of the 
prophets.”

Luke 9:18-19 
Now it happened that as 
he was praying alone, 
the disciples were with 

him. And he asked them, 
“Who do the crowds say 

that I am?” And they 
answered, “John the 

Baptist. But others say, 
Elijah, and others, that 

one of the prophets of old 
has risen.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

Even King Herod was intrigued at what might be happening with 
Jesus.

Mark 6:14-15 
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' 

name had become known. Some said, 
“John the Baptist has been raised 
from the dead. That is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in 

him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” 
And others said, “He is a prophet, like 

one of the prophets of old.”

Luke 9:7-8 
Now Herod the tetrarch heard about 
all that was happening, and he was 
perplexed, because it was said by 

some that John had been raised from 
the dead, by some that Elijah had 

appeared, and by others that one of 
the prophets of old had risen.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

Among religious and political circles, and even among the masses, 
the question hung in the air whether Elijah had finally come, as 
Malachi prophesied.   

The witness of the 4 Gospels in the New Testament is that Elijah 
did come – in the person and figure of John the Baptist.   

Malachi had the “last word” in the Old Testament, John the 
Baptist had the “first word” in the New Testament.   

Malachi was the last of the three prophets God sent to the Jewish 
people after exile (Haggai, Zechariah, & Malachi).



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

After Malachi, Old Testament history came to a close.   

Prophecy ceased.   

The record of biblical history does not pick up again until 400 
years later, when New Testament history starts.   

New Testament history starts because Christ, the long-prophesied 
and long-awaited Messiah, appears.   

The time period between the Old and New Testament periods is 
called the Inter-Testamental period.  In this time-period, a 
collection of writings known as the Apocrypha is made, and is 
included in some Bibles today. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

The Apocrypha records the history of God’s people almost to the 
time of Christ, and “fills in the gaps” between what happened at 
the end of Malachi and the beginning of the New Testament.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

Malachi ended with a promise that the prophet Elijah would 
appear as the forerunner of the Lord’s arrival, to prepare His way.   

“Closing out” the last Old Testament book in this way – with a 
messianic prophecy – seems a fitting way for the Old Testament 
to close.   

The New Testament picked up right where the Old Testament left 
off.   

All 4 Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John place John the 
Baptist’s ministry and witness before Jesus’ own.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;  
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,  

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

Malachi 4:5 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  

before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.

The message of the New Testament is, of course, that the Lord, 
the Messiah, has come in the person of Jesus.   

Prophecies made.  Prophecies fulfilled.  



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


