
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

This prophecy is made in the 2nd oracle.   

The messianic prophecy in Zechariah 13:1 is not as easily or 
clearly linked to Jesus’ life as other prophecies in Zechariah are.   

The phrase “On that day” points to a future event that will 
cleanse God’s people of their sin, and make them righteous before 
God.   

The phrase “On that day” also links the prophecy of Zechariah 
13:1 to the messianic prophecy just before it in Zechariah 12:10.   

Read Zechariah 12:10-13:1 to see how the phrase “On that day” 
connects the two messianic prophecies:



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

When the prophecies of Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1 are seen 
together, it becomes easier to link the prophecy of Zechariah 13:1 
to Jesus’ life. 

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem  
a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him 

whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only 
child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.   

 
On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for 

Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the 

family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 
the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; and all the families that 

are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. 
 

“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

The “fountain” that was “opened” on that day – the day of Jesus’ 
crucifixion – was the fountain of blood and water that sprang 
from Jesus’ side after his side was pierced. 

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem  
a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him 

whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only 
child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.   

 
On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for 

Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the 

family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 
the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; and all the families that 

are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. 
 

“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.
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in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

John 19:34 
But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,  

and at once there came out blood and water. 
“On that day” – the day when Jesus’ side was pierced – a 
fountain of blood and water was opened from Jesus’ side, which 
God uses for the forgiveness of all our sins.  

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem  
a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him 

whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only 
child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.   

 
On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for 

Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the 

family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 
the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; and all the families that 

are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. 
 

“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

The “fountain” in Zechariah 13:1 implies that God’s forgiveness 
will be lasting and ongoing, which it is through Jesus.   

Hebrews 7:27  
He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily,  

first for his own sins and then for those of the people,  
since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 

Hebrews 9:12  
he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats  

and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Hebrews 9:24-26 

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies 
of  the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
on our behalf.  Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters 
the holy places every year with blood not his own, for then he would have had 

to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world.  But as it is, he has 
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin  

by the sacrifice of himself. 
Hebrews 10:12  

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins,  
he sat down at the right hand of God



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

A prophecy similar to Zechariah 13:1 appears in Jeremiah about a 
lasting forgiveness that will be granted in the future, as part of a 
“new covenant.”   

Jeremiah 31:34 
And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity,  

and I will remember their sin no more.” 

In the book of Ezekiel, another prophecy is made, similar to 
Zechariah 13:1 for the way it points to God’s use of water in 
forgiving sin:   

Ezekiel 36:25 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 

In the blood and water that gushed from Jesus’ side, the Church 
finds support for its teachings on Baptism and Communion. 
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Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

In the Church, Baptism and Communion are the sacraments by 
which the forgiveness of sins and salvation are conveyed tangibly 
to the believer.  

The blood that came from Jesus’ side fulfills the blood of the 
“Old” Covenant, and at the same time reflects the blood of the 
“New” Covenant partaken during Communion.   

The water that came from Jesus’ side fulfills the Old Testament 
prophecies from prophets like Ezekiel and Zechariah, who 
foretold God’s use of water in the future to forgive sins.    

The water from Jesus’ side also links that forgiveness to the New 
Covenant in Jesus’ blood.   

The Church uses Holy Baptism to initiate people into that New 
Covenant.
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Zechariah 13:1  
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

Finally, the phrase “On that day” in Zechariah 13:1 puts this 
messianic prophecy in agreement with an earlier prophecy from 
Zechariah, in chapter 3 (which was already discussed):   

Zechariah 3:9 
…I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. 

The last messianic prophecy in Zechariah is in chapter 14.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Like Zechariah 13:1, this messianic prophecy appears in the 2nd 
oracle.  

Until this point, all the messianic prophecies in Zechariah 
foretold events in the earthly life of the Messiah.   

Zechariah 14:5-9 looks beyond the earthly life of the Messiah to 
the last day, also referred to as the Day of the Lord.   

Other prophets had similar visions and oracles about the Day of 
the Lord.
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Visions and oracles by the prophets about the Day of the Lord are 
difficult to understand.   

The prophets melded current (and recent) events with prophecy, 
and added symbolism and metaphor to the mix.   

In the Old Testament, the Day of the Lord was seen as a Day of 
Judgment.   

It was also seen as the Day when God would defeat, punish, and 
banish His enemies forever, and welcome the righteous to live in 
His divine presence forever.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Zechariah 14:5-9 looks ahead to Day of the Lord, the Day when 
the Messiah will come.   

Christians wait for the coming of this day, even as God’s people 
waited for it during Old Testament times.   

Not much more can be said about Zechariah 14:5-9, but 
comparisons with other Old Testament prophecies can be made.   

Seeing how Zechariah 14:5-9 matches up with other Old 
Testament prophecies adds to the appreciation of Scripture!  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Zechariah 14:5-9 begins with a description of people fleeing for 
their lives, because the Day of the Lord will be terrible and 
dreadful.   

The prophets were generally in agreement that it would be a 
terrible day. 

Amos 5:18-20 
Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!  Why would you have the day of the 
Lord?  It is darkness, and not light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met 

him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,  
and a serpent bit him.  Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light,  

and gloom with no brightness in it?
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Zechariah 14:5-9 described the Day of the Lord as having “neither 
day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light.”   

The prophet Isaiah agreed, even if he described that Day a little 
differently:   

Isaiah 60:19-20 
The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon 
give you light; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be 
your glory.  Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself;  

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning  
shall be ended.
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Zechariah 14:5-9 is a messianic prophecy because it speaks of the 
Lord’s coming.  In the prophecy, Zechariah said, “the Lord my God 
will come, and all the holy ones with him.” 

In the New Testament, Jesus described the coming of the Lord in 
the same way:  

Matthew 25:31-32 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 

on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 

Mark 13:26-27 
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  

And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Elsewhere in the New Testament, the Apostle Paul, and then Jude, 
described a similar scene for the Lord’s coming:   

1st Thessalonians 3:13 
so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God  

and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Jude 14-15 
It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute 
judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness 
that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 

that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

“Living waters” are mentioned in the prophecy of Zechariah 
14:5-9 (“On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of 
them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea.”) 

The prophet Ezekiel also gave a prophecy about a stream that 
started flowing out of Jerusalem (starting from the Temple).  It, too, 
flowed to the sea (see Ezekiel 47:1-12*). 



[ go back ]

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing from 

below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east).  
The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, 

south of the altar.  Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around 
on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold,  

the water was trickling out on the south side. 
Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a thousand 
cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep.  Again he measured 
a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep.  Again he measured a 
thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. Again he measured a 
thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen.  

It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through.  
And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” 

 
Then he led me back to the bank of the river.  As I went back, I saw on the bank of the 
river very many trees on the one side and on the other.  And he said to me, “This water 

flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; 
when the water flows into the sea, the water will become fresh.  And wherever the river 

goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish.  
For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything 
will live where the river goes.  Fishermen will stand beside the sea.  From Engedi to 
Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets.  Its fish will be of very many 
kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea.  But its swamps and marshes will not become 
fresh; they are to be left for salt.  And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there 
will grow all kinds of trees for food.  Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, 
but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the 

sanctuary.  Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.”
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

The prophet Joel, likewise, gave a prophecy about water that 
flowed out of Jerusalem from the house of the Lord (see Joel 
3:17-18*).



[ go back ]

Joel 3:17-18 
“So you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who dwells in Zion,  

my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall never 
again pass through it.   

 
“And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and the hills shall 
flow with milk, and all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with water;  
and a fountain shall come forth from the house of the Lord and water  

the Valley of Shittim.
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And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

According to Jeremiah, life with God was found in “the living 
waters.”  

Jeremiah 2:13 
for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me,  

the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves,  
broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

The “living waters” in Zechariah 14:5-9 symbolize life itself that 
God makes possible.   

Life springs from the Living God; life continues and flourishes 
because God sustains it with His presence. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
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the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

Jesus clarified that “living water” refers to life that comes from 
God and is lived in God’s presence:   

John 4:10-14 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater 

than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself,  
as did his sons and his livestock.”   

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  The 

water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.”
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

The “living water” in Zechariah 14:5-9 is the life God shares and 
enjoys with His people after the Messiah comes.
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Zechariah 14:5-9   
And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach to Azal.  And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy 

ones with him.  On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.  And there 
shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night,  

but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out 
from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

The prophecy of Zechariah 14:5-9 ends with the statement,  
“On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.” 

The verse echoes the ancient creed of the Jewish people found in 
Deuteronomy:   

Deuteronomy 6:4 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

In this creed-like pronouncement, the Kingdom of God is 
proclaimed as being established forever.  
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And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 
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from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter.  And the Lord will be king over all 

the earth.  On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.

In a way, this pronouncement from Zechariah 14:5-9 matches the 
messianic prophecy in Habakkuk 2:14.   

Habakkuk 2:14 
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord  

as the waters cover the sea. 

In the New Testament, this way of understanding and believing in 
God is continued: 

Ephesians 4:4-6 
There is one body and one Spirit–just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call– one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The book of Zechariah was quoted many times in the New 
Testament.  Even Jesus Himself quoted from Zechariah.

Matthew 26:31* 
Then Jesus said to them,  

“You will all fall away because of me 
this night.  For it is written, ‘I will 

strike the shepherd, and the sheep of 
the flock will be scattered.’

*Zechariah 13:7 
“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands 
next to me,” declares the Lord of hosts.  “Strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep will be scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones.

Mark 14:27*  
And Jesus said to them,  

“You will all fall away, for it is 
written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.’



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

From the Christian perspective, it is amazing how much of Jesus’ 
life and ministry were foretold in Zechariah.   

Several important events in Jesus’ life were prophesied in 
Zechariah with amazing clarity and precision:  

Riding a donkey into Jerusalem; 
Being betrayed for the price of 30 pieces of silver; 
The money of Jesus’ betrayal being used to buy a potter’s field; 
Jesus body being pierced by a spear.  

These messianic prophecies make Zechariah one of the most 
important Old Testament books, from a New Testament 
perspective.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

One more thing makes Zechariah interesting: the meaning of the 
prophet’s name.   

The name “Zechariah” means “The Lord (Yahweh) remembers.”   

The meaning is significant.   

In the life of Israel (the Jewish people), the time after exile was as 
important as the time before the Exodus.  

In the time before the Exodus, God “remembered” His people and 
His covenant with Abraham.   

Exodus 2:23-24 
During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 
because of their slavery and cried out for help.  Their cry for rescue from slavery 

came up to God.  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

Exodus 6:5 
Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians 

hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

That remembrance of God led to the Exodus, and the many 
powerful saving acts of God that led the Jewish people out of 
Egypt.   

Equally, for the Jewish people, the time after exile was an 
important time for God to “remember” His people – and, 
specifically, His covenant with David.   

The prophet Zechariah, by virtue of his name’s meaning, was a 
living reminder to God’s people that God remembered His 
covenant with David, and the promise to restore His people and 
make of them a great nation.  

This is why so many of Zechariah’s prophecies related to the 
Temple and to the Messiah.   

Zechariah offered the Jewish people what they needed after exile 
– encouragement and a vision of a glorious future that God had 
planned for them.   

Our study now turns  
to the last book of the Old Testament: Malachi. 



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


