
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

In agreement with the prophecy in Zechariah 6:12, the (new) 
Temple did “branch out” from Jerusalem:   

Luke 24:47 
and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

In Zechariah 6:9-13, Zechariah prophesied that the Messiah would 
sit on the throne and reign as both king and priest.   

The New Testament book of Hebrews compares Jesus to 
Melchizedek (the priest and king of Salem in Abraham’s time), and says 
that Jesus is superior.  

Hebrews 4:14-16 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

The next messianic prophecy in Zechariah is in chapter 9.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

This messianic prophecy in Zechariah was made in the first 
oracle.   

Zechariah 9:9-11 details the Messiah’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem astride the young foal of a donkey.   

The entry made by the Messiah that Zechariah prophesied is the 
way Jesus that entered Jerusalem the last week of His earthly life; 
an event commemorated every year in the Church on Palm Sunday 
(see Matthew 21:1-11*). 



[ go back ]

Matthew 21:1-11 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage,  

to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,  
“Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says 

anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them 
at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,  

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.   

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road.  And the crowds that went 

before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to  
the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest!”  And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  And the crowds said,“This is the 

prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

In Old Testament literature, the horse is associated with war.  So, 
in Zechariah 9:9-11, it is to be noted that the Messiah does not 
enter Jerusalem riding an animal of war, but one of peace.   

Kings, rulers, and princes rode horses in times of war; but in 
peacetime, donkeys were the proper mounts to use, as these 
scriptures show: 

Judges 10:3-4 
After him arose Jair the Gileadite, who 
judged Israel twenty-two years. And he 

had thirty sons who rode on thirty 
donkeys, and they had thirty cities, 

called Havvoth-jair to this day, which are 
in the land of Gilead.

Judges 12:14 
He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, 

who rode on seventy donkeys, and he 
judged Israel eight years.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

In Old Testament literature, the horse is associated with war.  So, 
in Zechariah 9:9-11, it is to be noted that the Messiah does not 
enter Jerusalem riding an animal of war, but one of peace.   

Kings, rulers, and princes rode horses in times of war; but in 
peacetime, donkeys were the proper mounts to use, as these 
scriptures show: 

2 Samuel 16:2 
And the king said to Ziba, “Why have you 

brought these?” Ziba answered,  
“The donkeys are for the king's 

household to ride on, the bread and 
summer fruit for the young men to eat, 
and the wine for those who faint in the 

wilderness to drink.”

1 Kings 1:32-33 
King David said, “Call to me Zadok the 

priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada.”  So they came 
before the king.  And the king said to 
them, “Take with you the servants of 

your lord and have Solomon my son ride 
on my own mule, and bring him down to 

Gihon.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

According to the messianic prophecy of Zechariah 9:9-11, the 
Messiah will come in peace, and his work will be to abolish war.  
Similar messianic prophecies made by the prophet Isaiah agree:  

Isaiah 2:4 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples;  

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

Isaiah 9:5-7 
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in 

blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

The last part of the prophecy, “I will set your prisoners free from 
the waterless pit,” foretells the release from hell of the souls of 
the dead that Jesus accomplished during His resurrection.   

1st Peter 3:18-20 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,  

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in 
the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because 
they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, 

while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through water.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

The “blood of my covenant” referred to in Zechariah 9:9-11 could 
refer to the Old Testament covenant:  

Exodus 24:8 
And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said,  

“Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

However, the “blood of my covenant” could equally be a prophetic 
reference to the blood of the “new covenant” established by Jesus 
through the Lord’s Supper:   

Luke 22:20 
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying,  

“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
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Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

In the New Testament book of Hebrews, the benefit given by the 
blood of each covenant – old and new – is compared (the blood of 
the new covenant is better): 

Hebrews 9:13-15 
For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will 

the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 

may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

It is likely – but it is a stretch of interpretation to say – that the 
“blood of my covenant” is meant to refer to the New Covenant 
established by Jesus.   

The “supporting evidence” is in the words, “waterless pit.”   

In the Old Testament, “the pit” was a place of death.  Referring to 
the “pit” was a way of referring to death.   

Interestingly, the phrase “waterless pit” appears nowhere else in 
scripture.   

It is possible that “waterless pit” is a prophetic way of describing 
a particular condition – death – before the arrival of the Messiah.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

In the Church, Baptism is the rite of initiation into the New 
Covenant.  Holy Communion is a rite of sustenance.   

Because water is used in Baptism, “waterless pit” could refer to 
any death that occurred before the advent of the New Covenant.   

The souls of those in the “waterless pit” could mean all the 
people who died prior to Jesus’ death on the Cross, or those who 
died without having knowledge of Jesus – or even those who 
were never baptized.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Read again Peter’s words in 1st Peter 3:18-21, and see the 
connection Peter made to Baptism, and how the condition of 
death was different prior to Baptism (prior to Jesus and the Gospel):   

1st Peter 3:18-21 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they 
formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while 

the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 
safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not 

as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

The Apostle Paul linked Baptism to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus:   

Romans 6:4-5 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,  

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 9:9-11 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Discussion of “the waterless pit” may be interesting, but 
ultimately, “the waterless pit” is a side issue in the study of 
Zechariah 9:9-11.   

The overall importance of Zechariah 9:9-11 is connected to Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and that is why Zechariah 9:9-11 
is included in this list of messianic prophecies.   

What “my blood of the covenant” and “waterless pit” actually 
refer to or mean may not ever be known, and that is what makes 
studying The Messianic Prophecies fun, interesting, and 
speculative.   

The next messianic prophecy in Zechariah is in chapter 11.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

This messianic prophecy appeared in the 1st oracle.   

The tone and theme in Zechariah chapter 11 is quite different 
from chapter 9.   

The messianic prophecy in chapter 9 described the Messiah’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, to shouts of praise by the 
people.   

In chapter 11, the messianic prophecy foretells how the Messiah’s 
work, role, and relationship with the people will be unwanted and 
rejected.   

Chapter 11 of Zechariah tells the story of a shepherd (a religious 
leader) who is rejected by the people.   

In Zechariah 11:12, the statement, “Give me my wages” does not 
reflect “payday” in a “pay-for-hire” relationship. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

Rather, the statement, “Give me my wages” reflects the severing 
of the relationship.   

The words, “Keep them” emphasizes the sharp break in 
relationship.  

The shepherd in chapter 11 is a typological example of what will 
happen with the Messiah – and a prophecy of what will happen to 
Jesus.   

Specifically, Zechariah 11:12 foretells the amount of money that 
will be used to “seal the deal” – to reject Jesus as Messiah and 
to sever relationship with him.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

While outright betrayal of the Messiah is not prophesied in 
Zechariah 11:12, the specific amount of money is – Judas 
betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, the same price that was 
prophesied by Zechariah.   

Matthew 26:14-16 
Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot,  
went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give me  

if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver.  
And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

At its heart, betrayal is rejection.   

Thus, the rejection of the Messiah prophesied in Zechariah 11:12 
was fulfilled in Jesus’ life by Judas’ betrayal – right down to the 
penny! 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

The messianic prophecy of Zechariah 11:12 becomes more 
amazing for its accuracy with verse 13:

Zechariah 11:13 
Then the Lord said to me,“Throw it to the potter”–the lordly price at which  

I was priced by them.  So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into 
the house of the Lord, to the potter.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

As Matthew’s gospel tells it, Judas did not expect Jesus to be 
condemned to death.  

When he learned what came of his betrayal, he regretted his deed 
and threw away his payment of 30 coins inside the Temple.   

For those thirty pieces of silver, the high ranked priests bought 
from a local potter a piece of land to be used for the burial of 
strangers, in agreement with Zechariah’s prophesy.

Zechariah 11:13 
Then the Lord said to me,“Throw it to the potter”–the lordly price at which  

I was priced by them.  So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into 
the house of the Lord, to the potter.
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Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

Zechariah 11:13 
Then the Lord said to me,“Throw it to the potter”–the lordly price at which  

I was priced by them.  So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into 
the house of the Lord, to the potter.

Matthew 27:3-10 
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned,  

he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”  

 
They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces 

of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself.  
 

But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put 
them into the treasury, since it is blood money.”  So they took counsel and 

bought with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers.   
 

Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying,  

“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had 
been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter's field, 

as the Lord directed me.”
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Zechariah 11:12  
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages;  

but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

The next messianic prophecy in Zechariah is in chapter 12.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 12:10  
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem  

a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me,  
on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an 

only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

This messianic prophecy is found in the 2nd oracle.   

Like the prophecy about the Messiah’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem in Zechariah 9:9-11, this messianic prophecy in 
Zechariah 12:10 easily matches what happened with Jesus.   

It is easy to relate the messianic prophecy of Zechariah 12:10 to 
Jesus’ crucifixion.   

In the Gospel of John, Zechariah’s prophecy is referenced in the 
account of Jesus’ crucifixion: 

John 19:33-37 
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not 

break his legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
there came out blood and water.  He who saw it has borne witness–his 

testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth–that you also may 
believe.  For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled:  
“Not one of his bones will be broken.” And again another Scripture says,  

“They will look on him whom they have pierced.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Zechariah 12:10  
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem  

a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me,  
on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an 

only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

Zechariah 12:10 agrees with other messianic prophecies relating 
to the Crucifixion:   

Psalm 22:16 
For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me;  

they have pierced my hands and feet 

Isaiah 53:5 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  
and with his wounds we are healed. 

Of all the messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, Zechariah 
12:10 is one of the easiest to relate to Jesus.   

The next messianic prophecy in Zechariah is in chapter 13.
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