
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

As noted before, Zechariah and Haggai were on the scene together 
during the re-building of the Temple after exile.   

Also noted before, work on re-building the Temple was stalled for 
20 years after the foundation was laid.  Neighboring peoples feared 
what might happen politically if the Jewish people re-built their 
Temple.   

The fear was that Jewish people would re-develop a sense of 
national pride after completing the Temple, and that would lead 
them to rebel against Persia.   

So, even though the exiles were returned home, they still felt a 
sense of defeat.  They were in their own land, but under the 
control of Persia, and they were prevented from re-building their 
Temple by the people around them.   

What’s more, the crops and harvests during this time were poor.  
There was not enough food.  Overall, the Jewish people felt bleak 
about their situation.  

Perhaps worse, their faith and their practice of religion began to 
wane.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The prophets Haggai and Zechariah worked to inspire and 
motivate the people to finish re-building the Temple.  A new king 
was on the throne in Persia, who had a policy of religious 
tolerance.  He allowed work on the Temple to resume.   

Haggai and Zechariah were not only concerned about re-building 
the Temple – they were equally interested in restoring the 
spiritual life of their people, too.   

The opening verses of Zechariah challenged the people to re-
commit themselves to faith. 

Zechariah 1:1-4 
In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to 

the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying,  
“The Lord was very angry with your fathers.  Therefore say to them,  

Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts,  
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts.  Do not be like your fathers,  

to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.’  

But they did not hear or pay attention to me, declares the Lord.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In Zechariah, a collection of 8 visions and 2 oracles (“the word of the 
Lord”) encouraged the Jewish people in Jerusalem to have faith.   

The visions and oracles indicate that restoration of the Temple 
and restoration of the nation go together hand-in-hand.   

Zechariah 1:16-17 
Therefore, thus says the Lord, I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy;  

my house shall be built in it, declares the Lord of hosts, and the measuring line 
shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.  Cry out again, Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again 

comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’” 

Zechariah 8:3-8 
Thus says the Lord: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of 
the Lord of hosts, the holy mountain.  Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and 
old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand 
because of great age.  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 

playing in its streets.  Thus says the Lord of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight 
of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my 
sight, declares the Lord of hosts?  Thus says the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will 
save my people from the east country and from the west country, and I will 
bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  And they shall be my people,  

and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Through visions and oracles, Zechariah encouraged the people to 
trust and believe that better days were ahead for the Jewish 
people, because God promised to re-build their nation! 

Ultimately, the restoration of the Temple and the nation pointed to 
something greater.  The “final vision” in Zechariah looks ahead to 
the time when God defeats all evil and reigns supreme as King of 
all creation.  The book of Zechariah looks ahead to the messianic 
age.   

The visions and oracles in Zechariah pointed to a King who would 
someday come.  This is what makes Zechariah one of the most 
important prophetic books.  Only the book of Isaiah discusses the 
Messiah more.  (Note: Isaiah has 66 chapters; Zechariah has only 14!) 

In Zechariah, detailed messianic prophecies were given that were 
clearly fulfilled 500 years later in the life of Jesus.  

Zechariah has 7 messianic prophecies; the first is in chapter 3. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

This messianic prophecy is located in the 4th of Zechariah’s 8 
visions. This prophecy is remarkable in three ways.   

First, Christians easily see in Zechariah 3:8-9 a reference to 
Jesus’ crucifixion.   

The line, “and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single 
day,” refers to Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday and its 
significance to us.   

Christians believe that Jesus’ death on the Cross is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.  

Second, Zechariah 3:8-9 is remarkable because of the name that 
God calls His servant – “the Branch.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

Zechariah 3:8-9 is not the first place in the Old Testament where 
the name “Branch” is used for the Messiah.  In Jeremiah 23:5 and 
33:15, the name “Branch” was also used for the Messiah (the 
prophecy in Jeremiah 23:5 was repeated in 33:15).   

The name “Branch” was briefly discussed in the study of 
Jeremiah 23:5.  A portion of that discussion is presented again.   

The image of a “branch” or “vine” was used figuratively in the Old 
Testament to represent God’s people as a nation.  The depiction of 
the Jewish people as a “branch” or vine appears in Psalm 80, in 
reference to the exodus from Egypt:   

Psalm 80:8 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

Over time, God’s people grew “wild” and out of control as they 
strayed from following the Covenant: 

Jeremiah 2:21 
Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed.   

How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine? 

In the Messianic Age, however, God’s people would become 
“planted” and grow aright:    

Isaiah 60:21 
Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever,  

the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified. 

In Isaiah 11:1-10*, the Messiah was described as the “Branch,” 
because God’s Messiah would do what the people of God 
collectively could not – adhere to the Covenant faithfully and 
keep the commandments. 



[ go back ]

Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,  
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 

 
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples–  
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

In Zechariah 3:8-9, God says the “Branch” is “my servant.”   

As seen earlier, “my servant” was used in reference to David.   
The “Branch” is, therefore, David’s heir and the living fulfillment 
of the Davidic covenant.   

The messianic prophecy in Zechariah 3:8-9 indicates that the 
“Branch” will come to the Temple, occupy it, and reign from it.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

The third way that Zechariah 3:8-9 is remarkable is because of its 
reference to the stone.   

Remember – the historical context of this prophecy is the re-
building of the Temple.  So, stones needed to be laid.  There were 
foundation stones and building stones.   

The stone in this messianic prophecy is special – it has seven 
“eyes” or “facets.”   

The stone set before Joshua the high priest in Zechariah 3:8-9 is, 
therefore, the “ultimate” stone for the Temple.   

More important than a foundation stone, the stone set before 
Joshua the high priest is the “defining” stone for the Temple. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

If the stone has seven “eyes,” it indicates that all knowledge will 
be within the Temple.   

If the stone has seven “facets,” it indicates that this stone is the 
foundation of all aspects of the Temple, physical and spiritual.   

The stone set before Joshua the high priest is the first stone, and 
therefore, the most important stone of the Temple.   

Again, Christians can easily see a reference to Jesus in this stone.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

In the beginning of this study, it was shown how the early 
Church’s preaching & teaching claimed that Jesus is – and was 
always has been – the “cornerstone” of God’s plan:

Acts 4:11 
This Jesus is the stone 

that was rejected by 
you, the builders,  

which has become the 
cornerstone.

Romans 9:32-33 
Why?  Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works.  They have 

stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,  
as it is written, 

“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 

stumbling, and a rock 
of offense; and whoever 
believes in him will not 

be put to shame.”

1 Peter 2:7-8 
So the honor is for you 

who believe, but for 
those who do not 

believe, “The stone that 
the builders rejected 

has become the 
cornerstone,” and  

“A stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense.”  
They stumble because 
they disobey the word, 
as they were destined 

to do.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

The remarkable thing about the reference to both the “Branch” 
and the “stone” in Zechariah 3:8-9 is this – the Messiah will do 
more than occupy or fill the Temple; the Messiah will also become 
its foundation.   

The Apostle Paul recognized that Christ Jesus was the 
foundational stone or rock for God’s people all along:   

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank  
the same spiritual drink.  For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed 

them, and the Rock was Christ. 

The second messianic prophecy in Zechariah is closely related to 
the first.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 3:8-9 
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you,  
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch.   

For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts,  

and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

Zechariah 3:8-9 and Zechariah 6:12 are related prophecies 
because they both mention the “Branch.” The “Branch” is the 
Messiah whom God will send.   

The reason why Zechariah 6:12 is a messianic prophecy becomes 
clear when the verse is seen in context.

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Making a crown and putting it on Joshua’s head in Zechariah 
6:9-13 foreshadowed what would happen later with Jesus, after 
Pilate finished examining him. 

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

Zechariah 6:9-13 
And the word of the Lord came to me: “Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah,  

and Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and go the same day to the house of 
Josiah, the son of Zephaniah.  Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and 

set it on the head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.  
 

And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.  

 
It is he who shall build the temple of the Lord and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit 

and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of 
peace shall be between them both.”’



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The words, “Behold the man,” that were uttered in prophecy in 
Zechariah were the same words that Pilate said to the crowds in 
reference to Jesus.

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

Zechariah 6:9-13 
And the word of the Lord came to me: “Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah,  

and Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and go the same day to the house of 
Josiah, the son of Zephaniah.  Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and 

set it on the head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.  
 

And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.  

 
It is he who shall build the temple of the Lord and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit 

and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of 
peace shall be between them both.”’



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

Zechariah 6:9-13 
And the word of the Lord came to me: “Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah,  

and Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and go the same day to the house of 
Josiah, the son of Zephaniah.  Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and 

set it on the head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.  
 

And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.  

 
It is he who shall build the temple of the Lord and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit 

and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of 
peace shall be between them both.”’

John 19:1-5 
Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him.  And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again 
and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no 

guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zechariah 6:12 
And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:  

for he shall branch out from his place,  
and he shall build the temple of the Lord.

The words, “Behold the man,” are not the only thing that make 
Zechariah 6:12 a messianic prophecy.   

The prophecy in Zechariah 6:12 says “the Branch” will “branch 
out” from Jerusalem and build the Temple of the Lord.   

The Apostles Peter and Paul each said the (new) Temple of the 
Lord was, indeed, built through Jesus.   

1Peter 2:4-5 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be 
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 2:19-22 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles  

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
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