
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Up to this point in the Old Testament, all the prophets spoke to 
God’s people either before or during the exile.   

Before the exile, the prophets warned God’s people to repent, and 
to return to the ways of the Covenant.   

This did not happen, which resulted in the destruction of both the 
Northern and Southern Kingdoms.  The people of the Southern 
Kingdom were exiled.   

During exile, prophets comforted God’s people with the Lord’s 
promises, and encouraged people to keep faith.   

The exile ended when Cyrus, king of Persia, conquered Babylon, 
and allowed the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

After the exile was ended, God sent only a few prophets to the 
Jewish people; Haggai was the first, followed shortly by Zechariah 
(Malachi was the last).  Haggai and Zechariah aided and encouraged 
the rebuilding of the Temple.   

Ezra 5:1-2 
Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the 

Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who 
was over them. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem,  

and the prophets of God were with them, supporting them. 

Haggai was around age 70 (or more) when work on restoring the 
Temple began.  Haggai was old enough to remember seeing the 
Temple in its glory before it was destroyed by the Babylonians.  
He implied as much when he said: 

Haggai 2:3 
Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory?   

How do you see it now?  Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 

Haggai’s basic message to the people was simple: Do not forget 
the Lord, and remember His ways – and most of all, remember 
to worship! 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

For Haggai, rebuilding the Temple needed to be a high priority for 
the returned exiles.   

Haggai 1:2-4 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to 

rebuild the house of the Lord.” Then the word of the Lord came by the hand of 
Haggai the prophet, “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled 

houses, while this house lies in ruins? 

The Temple, however, was not quickly re-built.   

When the returned exiles began rebuilding the Temple, it did not 
take long to lay the foundation.  However, neighboring peoples 
worried what a re-built Temple might mean politically, and 
petitioned Persian leaders to have the work stopped.   

Work on the Temple came to a halt; it took about 20 years for 
work on the Temple to resume.   

The prophet Haggai worked with the high priest and Zerubbabel, 
governor of Judah, to get the Temple construction project 
completed.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In the book of Haggai, the prophet Haggai spoke to the need of re-
building the Temple, and to continue its work; but there are no 
words from Haggai when construction of the Temple was finally 
completed.   

It is possible that Haggai did not live to see it finished.   

The new Temple was dedicated in the spring of 516 B.C., 70 years 
after Solomon’s Temple was destroyed.   

With the Temple having central focus in the book of Haggai, it is 
not surprising that the only messianic prophecy in Haggai is 
focused on the Temple. 

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

This prophecy looked beyond the re-building the Temple to the 
time when God would judge all the nations.   

Jewish people understood that God’s future judgment would 
happen in the time period they called the messianic age, or 
messianic times. 

The Temple of the Lord, and the Lord’s presence in the Temple, 
would figure prominently in the Messianic age.   

The book of Haggai closes with a re-stating of, or reference to, the 
messianic prophecy in Haggai 2:6-7.

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In the words “I am about to,” it seems that the prophecy of Haggai 
2:6-7 is soon to be fulfilled.   

The importance of Haggai 2:20-23, however, is not the time factor 
(“I am about to”).  Haggai 2:20-23 is important because of the way 
Zerubbabel is named.    

Haggai’s closing prophecy suggests that Zerubbabel would 
become the promised Messiah who would destroy Israel’s enemies 
and restore the nation to glory.

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zerubbabel was the Jewish leader who led the first wave of Jewish 
people back to Jerusalem from exile.   

The Jewish people remained under Persian control, but 
Zerubbabel was allowed to govern Judah.   

Zerubbabel supervised the construction of the Temple.   

In Haggai 2:20-23, Zerubbabel was named by God as “my servant.” 

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

It is important to note in the Old Testament how many times 
David was referred to by God as “my servant” –  

 - 2 Samuel 3:18; 7:5-8    - 1 Kings 11:13; 11:32-36;  14:8 
 - 2 Kings 19:34       - 1 Chronicles 17:4-7 
 - Psalm 89:3,20      - Isaiah 37:35  
 - Jeremiah 33:21-22    - Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24 

Homework: look up all these references!

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Zerubbabel was a descendant of David, and the way he is named in 
Haggai 2:20-23 – as a “signet ring” – is significant.  Haggai 
2:20-23 seems to revoke the curse given in Jeremiah 22:24-30*

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



[ go back ]

Jeremiah 22:24-30 
“As I live, declares the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim,  

king of Judah, were the signet ring on my right hand, yet I would tear 
you off and give you into the hand of those who seek your life,  

into the hand of those of whom you are afraid, even into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans.  

I will hurl you and the mother who bore you into another country, where 
you were not born, and there you shall die.  But to the land to which they 

will long to return, there they shall not return.” 
 

Is this man Coniah a despised, broken pot, 
a vessel no one cares for? 

Why are he and his children hurled and cast 
into a land that they do not know? 

O land, land, land, 
hear the word of the Lord! 

Thus says the Lord: 
“Write this man down as childless, 

a man who shall not succeed in his days, 
for none of his offspring shall succeed 

in sitting on the throne of David 
and ruling again in Judah.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The “signet ring” that was torn off in Jeremiah 22:24-30 seems to 
be restored with Zerubbabel in Haggai 2:20-23.   

Through Zerubbabel, more than just the Temple is restored.  
Under his leadership, the people are restored to the land.   

More importantly, through Zerubbabel, the Davidic dynasty (and 
the Davidic covenant) are restored.

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In the New Testament, Zerubbabel is specifically mentioned by 
Matthew and Luke, as they each trace the genealogy of Jesus.

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”

Matt. 1:12-13 
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah 

was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father 
of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Luke 3:27 
the son of Joanan, the son of 
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, 
the son of Shealtiel, the son of 

Neri, 

Note:  
Matthew and Luke trace Jesus’ genealogy slightly differently.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Matthew’s gospel even says that Zerubbabel was descended from 
Jechoniah, making it clear that the curse of Jeremiah 22:24-30 
was nullified:

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”

Matt. 1:12-13 
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah 

was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father 
of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Luke 3:27 
the son of Joanan, the son of 
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, 
the son of Shealtiel, the son of 

Neri, 

Note:  
Matthew and Luke trace Jesus’ genealogy slightly differently.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Because of the way that Haggai 2:20-23 “echoes” the prophecy of 
Haggai 2:6-7, and because of the unmistakable connection to 
David of Zerubbabel, it is clear that Haggai 2:6-7 is a messianic 
prophecy.

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The New Testament book of Hebrews referred to Haggai’s 
messianic prophecy, and related it to Jesus’ second coming, when 
He brings the Messianic Kingdom in its fullness: 

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”

Hebrew 12:25-29 
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him 

who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.  
At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not 

only the earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things 
that are shaken–that is, things that have been made–in order that the things that cannot be 

shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 

consuming fire.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Our study now turns to the next-to-last book  
of the Old Testament: Zechariah.  

Haggai 2:6-7 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while,  

I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.   
And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in,  

and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.

Haggai 2:20-23 
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day  

of the month, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the 
heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms.  I am about to destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. 

And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother.  
On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring,  
for I have chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

As noted before, Zechariah and Haggai were on the scene together 
during the re-building of the Temple after exile.   

Also noted before, work on re-building the Temple was stalled for 
20 years after the foundation was laid.  Neighboring peoples feared 
what might happen politically if the Jewish people re-built their 
Temple.   

The fear was that Jewish people would re-develop a sense of 
national pride after completing the Temple, and that would lead 
them to rebel against Persia.   

So, even though the exiles were returned home, they still felt a 
sense of defeat.  They were in their own land, but under the 
control of Persia, and they were prevented from re-building their 
Temple by the people around them.   

What’s more, the crops and harvests during this time were poor.  
There was not enough food.  Overall, the Jewish people felt bleak 
about their situation.  

Perhaps worse, their faith and their practice of religion began to 
wane.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The prophets Haggai and Zechariah worked to inspire and 
motivate the people to finish re-building the Temple.  A new king 
was on the throne in Persia, who had a policy of religious 
tolerance.  He allowed work on the Temple to resume.   

Haggai and Zechariah were not only concerned about re-building 
the Temple – they were equally interested in restoring the 
spiritual life of their people, too.   

The opening verses of Zechariah challenged the people to re-
commit themselves to faith. 

Zechariah 1:1-4 
In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to 

the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying,  
“The Lord was very angry with your fathers.  Therefore say to them,  

Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts,  
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts.  Do not be like your fathers,  

to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts,  
Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.’  

But they did not hear or pay attention to me, declares the Lord.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In Zechariah, a collection of 8 visions and 2 oracles (“the word of the 
Lord”) encouraged the Jewish people in Jerusalem to have faith.   

The visions and oracles indicate that restoration of the Temple 
and restoration of the nation go together hand-in-hand.   

Zechariah 1:16-17 
Therefore, thus says the Lord, I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy;  

my house shall be built in it, declares the Lord of hosts, and the measuring line 
shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.  Cry out again, Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again 

comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’” 

Zechariah 8:3-8 
Thus says the Lord: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of 
the Lord of hosts, the holy mountain.  Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and 
old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand 
because of great age.  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 

playing in its streets.  Thus says the Lord of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight 
of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my 
sight, declares the Lord of hosts?  Thus says the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will 
save my people from the east country and from the west country, and I will 
bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  And they shall be my people,  

and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Through visions and oracles, Zechariah encouraged the people to 
trust and believe that better days were ahead for the Jewish 
people, because God promised to re-build their nation! 

Ultimately, the restoration of the Temple and the nation pointed to 
something greater.  The “final vision” in Zechariah looks ahead to 
the time when God defeats all evil and reigns supreme as King of 
all creation.  The book of Zechariah looks ahead to the messianic 
age.   

The visions and oracles in Zechariah pointed to a King who would 
someday come.  This is what makes Zechariah one of the most 
important prophetic books.  Only the book of Isaiah discusses the 
Messiah more.  (Note: Isaiah has 66 chapters; Zechariah has only 14!) 

In Zechariah, detailed messianic prophecies were given that were 
clearly fulfilled 500 years later in the life of Jesus.  

Zechariah has 7 messianic prophecies; the first is in chapter 3. 



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


