
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The book of Micah is a collection of prophecies written as poetry.   

Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah and Amos.   

Micah denounced the corrupt officials, religious and political, in 
both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms.   

As Amos did, Micah also preached against the leaders and nobles 
of the Jewish people for misusing their power for personal gain 
and profit.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

At one point, Micah and Isaiah even used the same message (did 
Micah use Isaiah’s words, or did Isaiah use Micah’s words?):

Micah 4:1-3 Isaiah 2:2-4

It shall come to pass in the latter days 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 
and many nations shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between many peoples, 
and shall decide disputes for strong nations far away; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore…

It shall come to pass in the latter days 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 
and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In Micah, prophecies are arranged in a short pattern of “Doom-
and-Salvation” repeated three times.

Doom: 1:1-2:11 
Salvation:  2:12-13 

Doom:  3:1-12 
Salvation:  4:1-5:15

Doom:  6:1-7:7 
Salvation:  7:8-20

Homework assignment: read the cycles of “Doom-and-Salvation” 
in Micah! 

Micah warned the Jewish people that their nation would crumble 
and be destroyed because of the long-standing sinfulness of the 
people.   

Micah foretold the fall of Israel’s capital city, Samaria (Micah 1:5-7), 
and the exile that would happen in Judah after its defeat (Micah 
1:9-16). 

In spite of the coming destruction, however, Micah prophesied a 
miracle for the nation – one day, it would be restored.  God 
promised to restore the nation out of love and forgiveness.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah’s name means, “Who is like the Lord?”  A pun on his 
name’s meaning is made in Micah 7:18.   

Micah 7:18-20 
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression  
for the remnant of his inheritance?  He does not retain his anger forever, 

because he delights in steadfast love.  He will again have compassion on us;  
he will tread our iniquities underfoot.  You will cast all our sins into the depths 
of the sea.  You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, 

as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old. 

Micah 7:18-20 is the conclusion to the book of Micah, and it 
shows that the prophecies of destruction are not the main point of 
the book.  Martin Luther nicely summarized what the book of 
Micah is about:  

“Micah is one of the fine prophets  
who rebukes the people severely  

for their idolatry and constantly refers to  
the coming Christ and to His kingdom.”  

Micah 5:2 is the only messianic prophecy in Micah.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

This prophecy was made 700 years before the birth of Jesus.   

Micah 5:2 was seen earlier in this study as part of the discussion 
of Isaiah 60:6.    

Micah 5:2 can be seen as a “follow-up” to the prophecy made in 
Micah 4:8. 

Micah 4:8 
And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it come, 

the former dominion shall come, kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem. 

The “former dominion” refers David’s rule and kingdom.   

“Kingship” in Micah 4:8 refers to the heir of David – the long-
expected Messiah – whom God promised to send.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

The Jewish people waited in hope for the Messiah to come.  The 
messianic prophecy in Micah 5:2 pin-pointed Bethlehem as the 
place of the Messiah’s birth. 

Because Micah 5:2 was so clear and exact, the Jewish people 
knew with certainty that Bethlehem would be the origin of God’s 
promised Messiah.  

Matthew 2:1-6 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:   

 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among  

the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will  
shepherd my people Israel.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

Matthew’s gospel tells the story of Herod’s decision to kill all the 
infants in the Bethlehem area, and of how Joseph was warned of 
Herod’s plan in a dream beforehand.  Joseph escaped to Egypt 
with Mary and the infant Jesus before the slaughter happened.   

For safety, Joseph remained in Egypt for about three years.  Only 
after Herod died did Joseph bring the Holy Family back home.  
Unsure of what Herod’s son might do, Joseph settled the Holy 
Family in Galilee in the north.  Hence, Jesus was perceived as 
being from Galilee instead of Bethlehem. 

John 7:42 
When they heard these words, some of the people said,  

“This really is the Prophet.”  Others said, “This is the Christ.”  
But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said 

that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and  
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

1st Samuel shows that Bethlehem was David’s hometown.  

1 Samuel 17:12 
Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah,  

named Jesse, who had eight sons… 

1 Samuel 20:6 
If your father misses me at all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave of me to 
run to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the clan.’   

The gospel of Luke is clear to say that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, the “city of David.” 

Luke 2:4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,  
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David,



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

Micah is considered one of the “minor” prophets, but his 
prophecy about the Messiah’s birth was “major!”   

Our study now turns to the book of Habakkuk.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Habakkuk prophesied in Judah after the fall of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C., but before the fall of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah in 586 B.C.   

The book of Habakkuk is short book, only 3 chapters long.   

The book of Habakkuk can best be described as a conversation 
between the prophet Habakkuk and God.  In this way, the book of 
Habakkuk is different from the other books of the prophets.   

In Habakkuk, there is no “story” or narrative of events; no “word 
of the Lord” is given to the people.  The book of Habakkuk simply 
contains the dialog between Habakkuk and God.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In the first two chapters, Habakkuk questions God.   

Habakkuk does not understand why God allows Judah to go 
unpunished for its sins.   

Why does God do nothing at the injustice of righteous & good 
people being made to suffer at the hands of wicked sinners who 
care nothing for God’s Law?   

Habakkuk 1:3-4 
Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?  

Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.   
So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth.   

For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 

Habakkuk asks this basic question, and God answers.  

Part of God’s answer to Habakkuk’s question was to say that, yes, 
Judah’s time of punishment was coming.   

God told Habakkuk that punishment was coming in the form 
conquest by another nation (see Habakkuk 1:6-10). 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

To Habakkuk, God’s ways seem unfathomable.  Yet, even though 
Habakkuk cannot understand what God is doing, Habakkuk still 
expresses his faith and trust in God.   

This faith and trust in the midst of confusion and uncertain times 
is the “hallmark” theme of Habakkuk:   

Habakkuk 2:4 
“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,  

but the righteous shall live by his faith. 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul picked up on this idea of 
living in faith like Habakkuk expressed.   

Romans 1:16-17 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation  

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.   
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 

“The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Galatians 3:11 
Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for  

“The righteous shall live by faith.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

It is this idea of living and waiting in faith that makes Habakkuk 
2:2-3 a messianic prophecy. 

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  

so he may run who reads it.  For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end–it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it;  

it will surely come; it will not delay.

Just as the book of Habakkuk is different from the other books of 
the prophets, so, too, Habakkuk’s messianic prophecy is different 
from other books of the prophets.   

Habakkuk 2:2-3 does not specifically refer to the Messiah, nor 
does it refer to any events connected with the Messiah’s 
appearance.   

Habakkuk 2:2-3 is more of a general assurance to God’s people 
that God will yet keep His most important promise to His people.   

That promise is for the redemption and restoration of God’s 
people, which the Messiah will one day achieve. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  

so he may run who reads it.  For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end–it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it;  

it will surely come; it will not delay.

Habakkuk 2:2-3 was always viewed by Jewish rabbis as a 
messianic prophecy, and is commented on in the Talmud.    

The Talmud is a resource book for Jewish people, containing the 
written teachings of the Oral Law (Torah) that were handed down, 
plus the rabbinic commentaries and discussions of the Torah.   

The Talmud emerged as a collection of writings compiled over 600 
years, beginning in the first century A.D. 

In the Talmud, Habakkuk 2:2-3 is applied to Messianic times–   

As in Habakkuk’s time, when lawlessness seemed to prevail, it 
was believed that the situation in Messianic times would be 
similar.  The study of the Law would decrease, poverty and despair 
would increase, and a general disregard for God’s Law would 
characterize the last days.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  

so he may run who reads it.  For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end–it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it;  

it will surely come; it will not delay.

In the Talmud, this comment is made by Rabbi Samuel:  

“Let the bones of those be broken who calculate the end, because they 
say, ‘The end has come, and the Messiah has not come, therefore  

He will not come at all. But still expect Him, as it is said (Habakkuk 2:3), 
‘Though it tarry, wait for it.’” 

Habakkuk 2:2-3 does not specifically mention the Messiah, but it 
was seen as a messianic prophecy, and is thus part of this study.   

Rabbi Samuel’s discussion of Habakkuk 2:2-3 also referred to a 
similar verse in Isaiah: 

Isaiah 30:18 
Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you,  

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you.   
For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  

so he may run who reads it.  For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end–it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it;  

it will surely come; it will not delay.

In the New Testament era, many Christians in the early Church 
were persecuted and made to suffer because of their faith in 
Jesus.   

Their situation was not unlike what Habakkuk saw and 
complained about in his conversation with God.   

The writer of Hebrews picked up on Habakkuk’s expression and 
example of faith, and used Habakkuk 2:2-3 to encourage the 
followers of Christ to endure in their faith:   

Hebrews 10:36-38 
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done  

the will of God you may receive what is promised. For, 
“Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;  

but my righteous one shall live by faith,  
and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” 

But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed,  
but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  

so he may run who reads it.  For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end–it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it;  

it will surely come; it will not delay.

The encouragement to faith in Habakkuk 2:2-3 applies to any time 
of difficulty, but it finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus.   

That is the Church’s witness.   

Our study now turns to the book of Haggai.



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


