
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

When the history of the Jewish people, as recorded in the Old 
Testament, is seen as a prototype of what would happen later, 
Hosea 6:1-2 becomes a forecast of the crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus the Christ.   

In Jesus, the entire history, life, and experience of the Jewish 
people is lived and expressed in a general way. 

This is why St. Matthew saw in Jeremiah 31:15 (Rachel weeping for 
her children in Ramah) a prototype of what would happen later with 
Jesus.   

It is also why Matthew saw Hosea 11:1 as a messianic prophecy. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 11:1  
When Israel was a child, I loved him,  

and out of Egypt I called my son.

Matthew read the Old Testament, having in mind the context of 
the history of interpretation.   

Matthew saw “prototypes” in Old Testament events that became 
fully understood (and “fulfilled”) in light of Christ. 

Matthew 2:13-15 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,  
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child,  

to destroy him.”  And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and 
departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.   

This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,  
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”

Matthew, Paul, Stephen, and other Jewish leaders and preachers 
in the early Church read the Old Testament with this same 
context of history of interpretation.  

They knew what God did in the past was an example of what God 
would do in the future.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 11:1  
When Israel was a child, I loved him,  

and out of Egypt I called my son.

In the early Church, Jewish believers of Christ said what 
happened with the Jewish people in the Old Testament is what 
happened in the life of Jesus.   

The events of the Old Testament forecasted, foretold, and 
prophesied events with Jesus.   

Jewish Christians in the New Testament witnessed clearly that 
Jesus fulfilled all of Old Testament prophecy.   

The 5th and last messianic prophecy in Hosea – 13:14 – is 
understood and interpreted by Paul from this same context of 
history of interpretation. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 13:14  
Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?   

Shall I redeem them from Death?   
O Death, where are your plagues?  O Sheol, where is your sting?   

Compassion is hidden from my eyes.

In Hosea 13:14, Paul saw the prototype of what God would 
accomplish later through Christ Jesus. 

1Corinthians 15:50-57 
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,  

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold! I tell you a mystery.  
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable 

body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality.  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts 

on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”  
“O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 

 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 13:14  
Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?   

Shall I redeem them from Death?   
O Death, where are your plagues?  O Sheol, where is your sting?   

Compassion is hidden from my eyes.

In Hosea 13:14, the context is of God’s judgment – God will 
destroy His people, meaning the Northern Kingdom of Israel.   

The nation will be put to death for its sin; Hosea 13:14 suggests 
that, even in death, God’s judgment against His people will 
continue (“Compassion is hidden from my eyes.”).   

In the New Testament, Paul interprets Hosea 13:14 with full 
understanding, based on what God did with Jesus by raising Him 
from the dead.   

What happened with the Northern Kingdom of Israel points to 
what will happen with all people: judgment by God, but salvation 
through Christ.   

Our study now turns to the book of Joel. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

It is hard for biblical scholars to place and date the prophet Joel 
and his activity.   

Joel warned the people about “invaders,” but never said who they 
were.   

Joel often mentioned Judah in his prophecies, but he also spoke 
of Israel.  At times, “Israel” applied to the whole Jewish nation, 
not just the Northern Kingdom.   

The name Joel was common in Old Testament times.  Several men 
named “Joel” appear in the Old Testament, but “Joel the son of 
Pethuel,” author of the book of Joel, is not mentioned anywhere 
else in the Old Testament.   

A central theme in the book of Joel is the devastating swarm of 
locusts that hit the land of Israel.  The locusts devoured all the 
crops and pastureland.   

Famine soon followed and hit the people hard.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Joel compared the locusts’ devastation of the land to the Day of 
the Lord.  For Joel, the “Day of the Lord” would bring both 
destruction and salvation – destruction for God’s enemies and 
salvation for God’s faithful.   

Compare Joel’s mention of the “Day of the Lord” with these other 
prophets: 

Joel 1:15 Isa. 13:6, 9

Alas for the day!  For the day of the Lord is near,  
and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.

Wail, for the day of the Lord is near;  
as destruction from the Almighty it will come!

Joel 3:16 Amos 1:2

The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice from 
Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake.   

But the Lord is a refuge to his people,  
a stronghold to the people of Israel.

And he said: “The Lord roars from Zion and utters his voice 
from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds mourn,  

and the top of Carmel withers.”

Joel 2:32 Obadiah 17

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on  
the name of the Lord shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and 

in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord 
has said, and among the survivors shall be  

those whom the Lord calls.

But in Mount Zion there shall be those who escape,  
and it shall be holy, and the house of Jacob shall possess 

their own possessions.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The “Day of the Lord” is mentioned five times in Joel.   

Required reading: the book of Joel is only 3 chapters long, so 
read it this week!   

Homework assignment: compare what other prophets said about 
the “Day of the Lord” by reading the following passages: Amos 
5:18-27; Zephaniah 1:14-2:3; Isaiah 13:6-14:2.   

Extra credit homework assignment: compare Jesus’ insight about 
the Day of the Lord in Matthew 25:31-46.   

Double extra credit homework assignment: compare similar 
scenes of judgment to Joel in Revelation 19:11-21 & 20:11-15.  

In the book of Joel, there is only one messianic prophecy.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Joel 2:28-32 
“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;  

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,  
and your young men shall see visions.  Even on the male and female servants  

in those days I will pour out my Spirit.   
 

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns 
of smoke.  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 
and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem  
there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors  

shall be those whom the Lord calls.

This prophecy foretells the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is 
recorded as happening in the book of Acts, chapter 2. 

In his explanation of what was happening on the Day of Pentecost 
(see Acts 2:14-41), Peter referenced Joel’s prophecy, and declared 
Joel’s prophecy to be fulfilled.   

The pouring out of the Holy Spirit did not happen among the 
Jewish people only.  It happened again, later, with Gentiles in Acts 
10.  Peter witnessed that outpouring also. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Joel 2:28-32 
“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;  

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,  
and your young men shall see visions.  Even on the male and female servants  

in those days I will pour out my Spirit.   
 

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns 
of smoke.  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 
and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem  
there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors  

shall be those whom the Lord calls.

Homework assignment: Read chapters 2 & 10 of the book of Acts.  

Our study now turns to the book of Amos.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos was from the Southern Kingdom of Judah, yet was sent by 
God to preach and prophecy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.   

By trade, Amos was neither a prophet nor a priest; he described 
himself as a shepherd and “dresser of sycamore trees.” 

Amos 7:14 
Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet,  

nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 

Amos 1:1 
The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw 

concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 

Amos spoke plainly and harshly.  He announced God’s judgment 
against Israel because of the way the poor of the land were 
treated.   

In both the marketplace and the courts, the poor were severely 
taken advantage of and treated unfairly.  Amos “spoke truth to 
power.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos had strong words of condemnation for the leaders, nobles, 
wealthy, and merchants who exploited the weak positions of the 
poor.  Amos announced the downfall of the nation that would 
come as a result.   

Israel fell, as Amos prophesied it would, when the Assyrians 
invaded and defeated the Northern Kingdom.  The leaders, nobles, 
wealthy, and the merchants all lost their positions of wealth and 
power, and became no different from those they had mistreated. 

The book of Amos has two messianic prophecies, which appear 
near the end of the book.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos 8:9 
“And on that day,” declares the Lord God,  

“I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.

Chapters 7-8 of Amos contain 5 visions of the terrible destruction 
and devastating judgments awaiting Israel (“This is what the Lord God 
showed me…”).   

Homework assignment: read the 5 visions of judgment and 
destruction in 7:1-3;  7:4-6;  7:7-9;  8:1-3;  & 9:1-4.   

The messianic prophecy in Amos 8:9 is part of Amos’ commentary 
added to the 4th vision.  This commentary draws out and 
elaborates on the message of death and mourning in the 4th 
vision. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos 8:9 
“And on that day,” declares the Lord God,  

“I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.

What is prophesied in Amos 8:9 is the same as what happened 
when Jesus was crucified, which makes Amos 8:9 a messianic 
prophecy.

Matthew 27:45 
Now from the sixth 

hour there was 
darkness over all the 
land until the ninth 

hour.

Mark 15:33 
And when the sixth 

hour had come, there 
was darkness over the 

whole land until the 
ninth hour.

Luke 23:44 
It was now about the 
sixth hour, and there 

was darkness over the 
whole land until the 

ninth hour

The 2nd of the two messianic prophecies in Amos is in chapter 9. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos 9:11 
“In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 

breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old…

The prophecies throughout the book of Amos are harsh and 
dreadful, and bring terrible news to the people.  Amos said that 
God’s judgment would be thorough and complete.   

Only the tiniest hope was offered:   

Amos 9:8 
Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom,  

and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground, except that I will not  
utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” declares the Lord.   

It may not appear like it, but in Amos 9:8, God shows mercy. 

Under the terms of the Covenant, God promised to bless His 
people when they followed the Law and the 10 Commandments.   

The same terms of the Covenant also required the punishment of 
God’s people when they failed to follow the Law and the 10 
Commandments.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Amos 9:11 
“In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 

breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old…

The prophet Amos made it clear that the people of Israel failed 
miserably to keep their side of the Covenant.   

By promising Israel’s destruction, God was not acting mean or 
cruelly, but faithfully.  God remained faithful to the Covenant, 
even when His people did not.   

In Amos 9:8, God promised not to completely annihilate the 
nation, and allow a small remnant of God’s people to remain.   

In Amos 9:11, God promises to restore His people by restoring 
David’s kingdom.  Because David was invoked, God’s people knew 
they could trust this promise, and that it would come to pass.   

Amos 9:8 is a messianic prophecy because Christian people 
believe that David’s fallen kingdom was (and is!) restored, rebuilt, 
and re-established forever through Jesus.  

Our study now turns to the book of Micah. 



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


