
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea lived and prophesied in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  
His activity as a prophet happened during the last 20 years of 
Israel’s existence.   

The Northern Kingdom of Israel ceased to be a nation when King 
Shalmaneser of Assyria conquered Israel in 722 B.C.   

In addition to preaching and writing, Hosea’s work as a prophet 
included “object lessons.”   

God told Hosea to take a known prostitute, Gomer, as his wife.   

The point was to show the people of Israel how unfaithful they 
were in their covenant-relationship with God.   

Their behavior compared directly to that of an unfaithful 
prostitute wife.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea had three children with Gomer, but only the first child was 
clearly identified as his.   

The names given to these children were also symbolic of God’s 
attitude towards His people:  

Jezreel    –   “God Scatters” 
Lo-Ruhamah   –   “No Mercy”  
Lo-Ammi    –   “Not My People” 

Hosea’s wife left him, and moved in with another man who treated 
her as his legal property.   

Hosea bought his wife back from that other man with a payment 
of silver and grain.   

Again, that action was symbolic, representing God’s love for Israel 
(see Hosea 3:1-5).  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Here are some interesting facts about Hosea’s name.   

• In Hebrew, Hosea’s name is identical to the name of Hoshea, 
the last king of the Northern Kingdom (see 2Kings 17:1-5). 

• In Hebrew, Hosea’s name is spelled the same as Joshua, who 
was Moses’ assistant (see Numbers 13:8).   

• In Hebrew, the meaning behind the names of Hosea, Joshua, 
and Jesus are all the same: “God Saves.” 

In Hosea, the overall message is twofold:  

(1) God promised disaster for the people if they did not change 
and repent; but…  

(2) God also promised salvation and expressed a willingness 
to forego His promise of destruction and restore His people 
(see Hosea 11:8-9, 14:1-7). 

Homework assignment:  
read all the scripture references on this page!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

There are five messianic prophecies in Hosea;  
the first appears in chapter 1.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 1:9  
And the Lord said,  

“Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people,  
and I am not your God.”

The names of Hosea’s children were symbolic, representing God’s 
attitude towards His people.   

In this messianic prophecy, God tells Hosea what name to give to 
his third child – “Lo-Ammi,” which means “Not My People.” 

This prophecy came as a shock to people of the Northern 
Kingdom.   

In the prophecy, God announced the termination of His covenant 
with His people in the Northern Kingdom – this prophecy was 
meant to get the people’s attention! 

This prophecy got the people’s attention because it used language 
from the covenant: “I will be your God, and you will be my 
people.” 

Leviticus 26:12 
And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 1:9  
And the Lord said,  

“Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people,  
and I am not your God.”

Naming Hosea’s third child “Not My People” meant that God was 
dis-owning His people in the Northern Kingdom.  Hosea 1:9 was a 
shocking prophecy.   

If Hosea’s marriage to Gomer was symbolic of God’s relationship 
with Israel, then the naming of “Not My People” amounted to a 
declaration of divorce!   

Taken by itself, Hosea 1:9 is not a clear or direct messianic 
prophecy.  Other messianic prophecies appearing in this study are 
much more clear and straightforward than Hosea 1:9 is.   

Hosea 1:9 must be taken in context with the other messianic 
prophecies appearing in Hosea.  

In Hosea 1:9, there is an implication that “someone” or “some 
group” does belong to God, even if the people of the Northern 
Kingdom no longer do.  The question is, who? 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 1:9  
And the Lord said,  

“Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people,  
and I am not your God.”

The answer to that question is what makes Hosea 1:9 a very mild 
(or weak) messianic prophecy.  Hosea 1:9 “sets the stage” for the 
messianic prophecy appearing in chapter 2.

Hosea 2:23  
and I will sow her for myself in the land.   

And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 2:23 makes better sense when seen in its context:

Hosea 2:23  
and I will sow her for myself in the land.   

And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Hosea 2:19-23 
And I will betroth you to me forever.   

I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice,  
in steadfast love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.   

And you shall know the Lord.  
 

“And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 

and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 
 

and I will sow her for myself in the land.   
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  

‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Again, in chapter 2, the names of Hosea’s three children are 
referenced.    

Jezreel    –   “God Scatters” 
Lo-Ruhamah   –   “No Mercy”  
Lo-Ammi    –   “Not My People”

Hosea 2:19-23 
And I will betroth you to me forever.   

I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice,  
in steadfast love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.   

And you shall know the Lord.  
 

“And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 

and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 
 

and I will sow her for myself in the land.   
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  

‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In chapter 1, the name Jezreel (“God Scatters”) comes across as a 
warning of judgment against God’s people.  The implied threat is 
that the people of the Northern Kingdom will lose their land, and 
be scattered abroad.  

In chapter 2, the reference to Jezreel seems more like a promise 
of what God will do.  God will “scatter” and plant His people as a 
farmer scatters and plants seeds. 

Hosea 2:19-23 
And I will betroth you to me forever.   

I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice,  
in steadfast love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.   

And you shall know the Lord.  
 

“And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 

and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 
 

and I will sow her for myself in the land.   
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  

‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Jezreel    –   “God Scatters” 
Lo-Ruhamah   –   “No Mercy”  
Lo-Ammi    –   “Not My People”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In chapter 1, the naming of Lo-Ruhamah (“No Mercy”) is a clear 
warning of God’s judgment that is coming against His people.  

In chapter 2, the reference to “No Mercy” (Lo-Ruhamah) promises a 
time when God will show mercy.

Hosea 2:19-23 
And I will betroth you to me forever.   

I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice,  
in steadfast love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.   

And you shall know the Lord.  
 

“And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 

and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 
 

and I will sow her for myself in the land.   
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  

‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Jezreel    –   “God Scatters” 
Lo-Ruhamah   –   “No Mercy”  
Lo-Ammi    –   “Not My People”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 2:19-23 
And I will betroth you to me forever.   

I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice,  
in steadfast love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.   

And you shall know the Lord.  
 

“And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 

and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 
 

and I will sow her for myself in the land.   
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  

‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Jezreel    –   “God Scatters” 
Lo-Ruhamah   –   “No Mercy”  
Lo-Ammi    –   “Not My People”

In chapter 1, the name Lo-Ammi (“Not My People”) given to Hosea’s 
third child was a strong and radical announcement of God’s 
“divorce” with His people.   

In chapter 2, the reference to the name “Not My People” indicates 
that God will one day become reconciled to His people, as 
sometimes happens with a few divorced couples. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

One fact about messianic prophecies is that they are often open to 
interpretation.   

In Hosea 2:23, the name “Not My People” can refer to two groups 
of people.   

The first group meant in Hosea 2:23 can be the Jewish people 
from the Northern Kingdom whom God rejected in chapter 1.   

The second group meant in Hosea 2:23 can be the people who 
were never, ever God’s people – Gentiles.   

Understanding Hosea 2:23 in this sense makes it more clear why 
the name “Not My People” in Hosea 1:9 & 2:23 is a messianic 
prophecy. 

Hosea 2:23  
and I will sow her for myself in the land.   

And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The Apostle Paul saw a messianic prophecy behind the name of 
Hosea’s third child, and understood that it was through Christ 
that “Not My People” became “My People.”

Hosea 2:23  
and I will sow her for myself in the land.   

And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,  
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Romans 9:22-26 
What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power,  

has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,  
in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he 

has prepared beforehand for glory– even us whom he has called, not from the 
Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  As indeed he says in Hosea, 

 
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’  

and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 
 

“And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’  
there they will be called sons of the living God.’”

Homework assignment: read Romans chapter 9.

The third messianic prophecy in Hosea is in chapter 6.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

Context is always important when studying the Bible!   

Single passages and individual verses are best understood in 
context, and in the light of other passages and verses.   

The principle of “using Scripture to interpret Scripture” is a good 
concept.   

There is also the context of history to consider.   

God’s word had a particular meaning when it was first given.  
When seeking to understand what God’s word means today, it 
helps to understand what God’s word meant to the people of old.   

God’s word does not change, but we do, and so do our 
circumstances and situations.   

History moves forward, yet God’s word is unchanging – historical 
context is very important to have when studying God’s word. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

There is one more context to consider.   

Over time, Scripture acquires a context of interpretation.   

How God’s word was understood by God’s people in the past – 
what it meant – sheds light on how to understand God’s word – 
what it means – today.   

When studying God’s word, the history of interpretation should be 
taken into account.   

Sometimes, what God’s people have always understood God’s 
word to mean has never changed.   

A good example is the “Shema” – the declaration & creed in the 
Old Testament that says, “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one!”  

This creed is more striking in Hebrew than it is in English.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

In Hebrew, the word for “Lord” is plural.  Yet, according to the 
“Shema,” “the Lord is one.”   

This understanding and interpretation (“the Lord is one”) was 
maintained by Jesus, and carried through in the early Church as 
the doctrine of the Trinity (one God in three Persons) was developed.   

Sometimes, the way passages were interpreted evolved over time, 
and corrections were made.   

Many times, Jesus corrected the Pharisees because their 
teachings and interpretations deviated from the true intent of 
God’s word. 

Matthew 5:21-22, 43-44 
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, You shall not murder; and whoever 

murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the 

council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 
“You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

A great example that shows history of interpretation is in the 
Septuagint (the “LXX” – the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures).   

The act of translating Hebrew into Greek meant the Jewish 
translators had to render things in Greek in ways that matched 
Jewish thought (language translation always involves a degree of 
interpretation!).   

Earlier in this study, the LXX’s use of the Greek word for “virgin” 
in Isaiah 7:14 was discussed.   

When the Jewish translators chose the Greek word for “virgin” in 
Isaiah 7:14, “history of interpretation” is revealed.   

The history of interpretation – how something has been 
understood over time – is especially important when studying the 
messianic prophecies. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

“History of interpretation” applies to more than words, verses, or 
passages.   

“History of interpretation” also includes a way of thinking about 
the scriptures.  

In rabbinic literature, Israel’s past was seen as symbolic of what 
God wanted to do.   

The events and history of God with His people pointed to the 
future that God would bring about.   

In rabbinic literature, there are writings that say all the miracles 
and deliverances of Israel’s past would be re-enacted – in a 
general way – in the days of the Messiah.  

Old Testament events became a lens through which to see the 
future universal blessings that would come in the latter days. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

Jewish people reading their Bible know that Old Testament 
prophecy can only be understood in the context of Jewish history.   

If Jewish history of the Old Testament was symbolic of what God 
would do yet in the future, then events of the Old Testament were 
“prototypes” of what would happen later.   

Future events would “fulfill” past Old Testament prophecy by 
bringing to full and complete realization the plan that God enacted 
in the Old Testament.   

Future events would finally complete and reveal God’s great plan 
that was started in the Old Testament. 

Future events that “fulfilled” Old Testament prophecy would bring 
final understanding of what happened in the past, and full 
understanding of the future that those events created – the 
future that God always intended to bring about.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Hosea 6:1-2 
“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  

he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

The context of history of interpretation is critical when trying to 
understand the messianic prophecies.   

Without the history of interpretation context, the Apostle Paul 
would not have been able to interpret Old Testament passages in 
the way he did.   

Paul found many events and passages from the Old Testament and 
applied them to Christ and, particularly, what Christ did.   

It is this context of interpretation that allowed Paul to make as 
many typological interpretations as he did.   

This context of interpretation is extremely important to have in 
mind with Hosea 6:1-2.



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


