
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Our study now turns to the book of Ezekiel.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Ezekiel became a prophet during exile.  Before being exiled to 
Babylon, he was simple a priest, serving in Jerusalem.   

Five years into the exile, God came to Ezekiel in a vision, and Ezekiel 
became God’s prophet to the people in exile.   

The book of Ezekiel divides into two parts – first, there is the “bad 
news” in chapters 1-24; then there is the “good news” in chapters 
25-48.   

The first half of Ezekiel has condemnations and warnings for the 
Jewish people about God’s judgment against them.   

The second half of the book contains messages of doom against the 
evil nations that destroyed the Jewish nation.   

In the last third of the book (chapters 33-48), Ezekiel relates God’s 
promise that one day, the Jewish people will return to Jerusalem.  

The first messianic prophecy in Ezekiel is in chapter 34.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Ezekiel 34:23-24 
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,  

and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.   
And I, the Lord, will be their God,  

and my servant David shall be prince among them.   
I am the Lord; I have spoken.

This messianic prophecy relates to the Davidic covenant that was 
discussed earlier in this study.   

The Davidic covenant first appeared in 2 Samuel 7:8—17 – it said that 
“one of David’s descendants” would sit in David’s throne & rule.   

The Davidic covenant was repeated by the prophet Jeremiah in 
Jeremiah 23:5-6 and 33:17-22.   

The prophet Isaiah also repeated the Davidic covenant in Isaiah 55:3-5 
(in Isaiah, David’s heir would rule over all people, not just the Jewish nation).  
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Ezekiel 34:23-24 
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,  

and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.   
And I, the Lord, will be their God,  

and my servant David shall be prince among them.   
I am the Lord; I have spoken.

In Ezekiel 34:23-24, the Davidic covenant is different because is not 
repeated, as it was in Jeremiah and Isaiah.  Instead, it is assumed in 
Ezekiel 34:23-24 that David’s heir will come and lead God’s people 
faithfully.   

The messianic prophecy in Ezekiel 34:23-24 makes better sense when 
it is read in context of all of chapter 34.   

In chapter 34, God’s word of judgment is announced against all the 
“unfaithful shepherds” of Israel, who failed in their responsibility to 
lead and serve God’s people faithfully.   

The religious leaders failed in their duty to provide even basic 
pastoral care for the Jewish people, and this was part of the reason 
why the people became unfaithful to God. 
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Ezekiel 34:23-24 
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,  

and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.   
And I, the Lord, will be their God,  

and my servant David shall be prince among them.   
I am the Lord; I have spoken.

The promise in Ezekiel 34:23-24 is that this will never happen again, 
because David’s heir – God’s own Messiah – will lead and serve 
God’s people with perfect faithfulness.   

Homework assignment: read all of chapter 34 of Ezekiel! 

The next messianic prophecy in Ezekiel is in chapter 36.
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Ezekiel 36:24-27 
I will take you from the nations and gather you  

from all the countries and bring you into your own land.   
 

I will sprinkle clean water on you,  
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,  

and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a new heart,  
and a new spirit I will put within you.  And I will remove the heart of stone from your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

This messianic prophecy clearly predicts that the time of exile will 
end, and God’s people will be returned home.   

Ezekiel 36:24-27 echoes the message in Jeremiah 31:31-34, when 
God promised to “put my law within them” and “write it on their 
hearts.”   

As with Jeremiah 31:31-34, the prophecy in Ezekiel 36:24-27 will 
happen through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that happens 
because of the Messiah’s coming.  
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The cleansing and regeneration of God’s people happens through the 
Messiah, which is why Ezekiel 36:24-27 is a messianic prophecy.   

The Church easily sees a reference to Baptism in Ezekiel 36:24-37, 
and believes that Jesus brought fulfillment to this passage.   

The last messianic prophecy in Ezekiel is in chapter 37.
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Ezekiel 37:23 
They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols  

and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions.   
But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned,  

and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Ezekiel 37:23 is a messianic prophecy because God promises  
“I will save them” and “I will cleanse them.”   

It is understood that God will act through His Messiah to save, 
redeem, regenerate, and cleanse His people.   

In Ezekiel 37:23, the phrase, “they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God,” is almost the exact same wording God used when giving 
the 10 Commandments to the Jewish people, establishing His 
covenant with them.   

This wording meant to make the Jewish people think of their 
covenant with God.   

The prophecy in Ezekiel 37:23 does not promise a “new covenant,” 
but it promises a “new thing” – the salvation and preservation of 
God’s people by God’s own action!
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Ezekiel 37:23 
They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols  

and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions.   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and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Christians easily see God’s actions in Jesus, fulfilling the messianic 
prophecy of Ezekiel 37:23.   

Christians also see in Jesus the “new covenant” and “new thing” 
that God did, because Christians believe that Jesus is that Messiah 
whom God promised to send and act through. 

Our study now turns to the book of Daniel.
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The prophet Daniel was taken as a young man into captivity and exile 
in Babylon.  The Babylonians chose Daniel and a few other young 
noblemen to receive training for three years to become court advisors 
to the Babylonian king.   

Daniel agreed to serve the king, but Daniel refused to quit practicing 
his faith.   

Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, also defied 
the Babylonian king by refusing to give up their faith.  They refused to 
bow in worship to an idol, and were thrown into a fiery furnace.  They 
survived unharmed.   

Daniel himself was thrown into a den of hungry lions, but the lions 
did not eat him.  The lions did eat Daniel’s accusers, who were thrown 
in afterward (they were responsible for Daniel’s being fed to the lions).  

Daniel eventually served various kings (both Babylonian and Persian) for 
over fifty years.  
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In the book of Daniel, the main theme is that God is in control of 
human history.  Through stories and visions, this theme is 
demonstrated.   

The book of Daniel can be divided into two parts.  The first part 
(chapters 1-6) has tales and stories.  It is written in the 3rd person.   

The second part (chapters 7-12) has visions and apocalyptic revelations.  
These are written in the 1st person.  The style of this second part of 
Daniel is called apocalyptic literature.  

In apocalyptic literature, messages & meaning are communicated 
through heavy use of symbols.   

Often, the visions and symbols in apocalyptic literature are 
interpreted as “signs” of future events or even “the end” of the world.   

The main point behind apocalyptic literature is to show that, no 
matter what happens, God remains in control of the future. 
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The first messianic prophecy in Daniel appears as the interpretation 
of a dream in Daniel 2:31-44.   

The same as Joseph interpreted the meaning of the dreams of 
Pharoah in Genesis, Daniel interpreted the dream of Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar.   

Daniel did more than interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Daniel also 
revealed what the dream was, because Nebuchadnezzar refused to 
describe his dream.   

Daniel did what no other advisor could do, because God made known 
to Daniel what Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was.   

Again, the same as Pharoah in Egypt was satisfied by Joseph’s 
interpretation of the dream, Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar was 
satisfied by both Daniel’s revealing and interpretation of the dream.   

In Genesis, Joseph was awarded with new authority and stature for 
interpreting Pharoah’s dream; the same happened with Daniel.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was an allegory of world history.   

Daniel said that Nebuchadnezzar was represented by the golden head 
of the statue in the dream.  The other parts of the statue, made from 
different materials (silver, bronze, iron, and clay), represented the different 
kingdoms that would rise and fall after Nebuchadnezzar.   

Because Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was filled with symbols, an exact 
interpretation cannot be made of the dream.  At best, historical events 
can only be interpreted as matching symbols in the dream.   

Historically, the rise and fall of these kingdoms after 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign can be matched to the symbols in the dream:  

the Median Empire (silver),  Persian Empire (bronze),  
the Macedonian Empire under Alexander the Great (legs of iron 
with feet mixed with clay). 
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In Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the  
 
 “kingdom that shall never be destroyed,” which  
 “shall stand forever,” that  
 “the God of heaven will setup”  
 
is believed by Christians to be the Kingdom of God that Jesus 
preached and announced in the Gospels.   

Now that you have the explanation of this messianic prophecy, read 
Daniel 2:31-44*.



Daniel 2:31-44 
"You saw, O king, and behold, a great image.  This image, mighty and of exceeding 
brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening.  The head of this 

image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, its 
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  As you looked, a stone was cut out 
by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them 
in pieces.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were 

broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the 
wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found.   

But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.   

“This was the dream.  Now we will tell the king its interpretation.   
You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the 
power, and the might, and the glory, and into whose hand he has given, wherever they 

dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making 
you rule over them all–you are the head of gold.   

 
Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, 
which shall rule over all the earth.  And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, 

because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things.  And like iron that crushes, it 
shall break and crush all these.  And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay 
and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall 
be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay.  And as the toes of the feet were 

partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle.  As 
you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but 

they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay.   

And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never 
be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people.  It shall break in pieces all 

these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever.”
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…our study continues!


