
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

Unlike the time with Moses, there would be no reprieve for God’s 
people in Jeremiah’s time – the general behavior of God’s people in 
Jeremiah’s time was the “last straw” for God. 

Jeremiah 7:16 
“As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them,  

and do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you.

Jeremiah 14:11-12 
The Lord said to me: “Do not pray for the welfare of this people.  

Though they fast, I will not hear their cry,  
and though they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them.  

But I will consume them by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.”

Jeremiah 15:1 
Then the Lord said to me,  

“Though Moses and Samuel stood before me,  
yet my heart would not turn toward this people.  

Send them out of my sight, and let them go!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

In this context, the messianic prophecy in Jeremiah 23:5-6 becomes 
clear.  God will do some serious pruning of His Vine, so it can grow as 
it was intended.  The source of this Vine’s life will be the Branch 
whom the Lord will send.   

In this context, Jesus’ words in John 15:1-8 are best understood.  
John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  

Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  
 

Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  If anyone 

does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you.  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples.
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in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

This concept of God’s people as a “vine” or “branch” is what Paul had 
in mind when writing his letter to the Romans.  Like every Jewish 
person, Paul knew the history of his people well.   

God’s people did not heed Jeremiah’s call for repentance, and 
suffered the destruction of their nation as a result.   

God severely “pruned” and “cut back” the “vine” of His people.   

Paul alludes to this “pruning” in Romans 11:16-24* and says the 
Gentiles, who were “grafted” into the vine of God’s people, are at the 
same risk of pruning.  



[ go back ]

Romans 11:16-24 
If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump,  

and if the root is holy, so are the branches.  

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you,  
although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others  

and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  
do not be arrogant toward the branches.   

 
If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.  

Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”   
 

That is true.  They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through 
faith.  So do not become proud, but fear.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, 

neither will he spare you.   
 

Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, 
but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness.  Otherwise you too will 
be cut off.  And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 

God has the power to graft them in again.   
 

For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to 
nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be 

grafted back into their own olive tree.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

The messianic prophecy in Jeremiah 23:5-6 is repeated in Jeremiah 
33:14-15.  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, 

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.  

And this is the name by which it will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

This messianic prophecy was repeated while the city of Jerusalem 
was under siege – meaning, it was only a matter of time before the 
city, and the nation, fell!  
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Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

The messianic prophecy in Jeremiah 23:5-6 is repeated in Jeremiah 
33:14-15.  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, 

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.  

And this is the name by which it will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

When the prophecy was made the first time (in chapter 23), the context 
was of warning and judgment.  When the prophecy is repeated (in 
chapter 33), it is in the face of certain defeat – God’s judgment was 
made and sentence was passed.  
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in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

The messianic prophecy in Jeremiah 23:5-6 is repeated in Jeremiah 
33:14-15.  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, 

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.  

And this is the name by which it will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

When this prophecy is repeated in a different context, the “tone” of it 
changes from warning & judgment to comfort & consolation.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In spite of the Lord’s severe cleansing of His people, God will still 
honor His promise to David, to raise a servant who will serve God 
faithfully and lead God’s people in faithfulness.  

Jeremiah 33:17-18 
“For thus says the Lord:  

David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel,  
and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt 

offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.”

Jeremiah 33:17-18 was examined earlier in this study as part of the 
focus on the Davidic covenant.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Another messianic prophecy made in the face of certain destruction 
is Jeremiah 31:31-34.  This prophecy offers similar comfort and hope 
for the future of God’s people.  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day  

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,  
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord.   

 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

In spite of the Lord’s severe cleansing of His people, God will still 
bring forth a people who will live according to His covenant and serve 
faithfully.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Another messianic prophecy made in the face of certain destruction 
is Jeremiah 31:31-34.  This prophecy offers similar comfort and hope 
for the future of God’s people.  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day  

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,  
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord.   

 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34 is the appointed Old Testament lesson for 
Reformation Sunday.   

The Church points to this passage in Jeremiah, and says that 
Jeremiah’s prophecy was fulfilled by what the Holy Spirit did at 
Pentecost.  
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Another messianic prophecy made in the face of certain destruction 
is Jeremiah 31:31-34.  This prophecy offers similar comfort and hope 
for the future of God’s people.  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day  

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,  
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord.   

 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

According to the teaching of the Church, the pouring of the Holy 
Spirit into Believers’ hearts fulfills Jeremiah 31:31-34.   

This outpouring of the Holy Spirit was made possible by Jesus, whom 
the Church says is the “Branch” that Isaiah and Jeremiah both 
prophesied.  
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Another messianic prophecy made in the face of certain destruction 
is Jeremiah 31:31-34.  This prophecy offers similar comfort and hope 
for the future of God’s people.  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day  

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,  
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord.   

 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

The New Testament book of Hebrews says what God did through 
Jesus supercedes (surpasses; takes the place of) the Old Testament 
covenant under Moses.  According to Hebrews 8, the Old Testament 
covenant failed because God’s people failed.   

Jesus, however, did not fail, so he fulfills Jeremiah 31:31-34.  
Homework assignment: read Hebrews chapter 8.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

There is one more messianic prophecy in Jeremiah to consider.  

Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 
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Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

The focus in this prophecy is on the grief of being exiled.  

Rachel was Jacob’s second (and his favorite) wife (Gen. 29:30).   

Rachel was the mother of Joseph, who was betrayed by his brothers 
and sold into slavery in Egypt.   

In ancient Israel, Ramah was a city belonging to the northern tribe of 
Benjamin.  Ramah was 5 miles north of Jerusalem, and it was along 
the route leading to exile.   

According to Rabbinical history, Rachel was buried along this very 
road.   

Before being sent off into exile, the captives were first gathered in 
Ramah.
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Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

In Hebrew writing, the meaning of “Ramah” can change, depending on 
how it is written.   

If punctuated (written or “pointed”) in a certain way, Ramah can mean 
"height.”   

Because of this grammatical point, some rabbis translate “Ramah” in 
Jeremiah 31:15 simply as “height” – this suggests that wailing and 
weeping is heard “on high” by God in heaven.   

Understanding “Ramah” in either way (as a place or a height) does not 
change the essential meaning of this passage.   

There is great grief at being conquered and then exiled.  The land 
suddenly becomes barren, and the future (represented by children) is 
gone.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

Matthew treats Jeremiah 31:15 as a messianic prophecy.   

Matthew compares and relates the exile of the northern tribes to 
Herod’s killing of the children in Bethlehem. 

Matthew 2:16-18 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,  

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem  
and in all that region who were two years old or under,  

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted,  

because they are no more.”

Matthew viewed Herod’s murder of “the Innocents” as the final 
fulfillment of Rachel’s lament in Jeremiah 31:15.  
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Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

Matthew treats Jeremiah 31:15 as a messianic prophecy.   

Matthew compares and relates the exile of the northern tribes to 
Herod’s killing of the children in Bethlehem. 

Matthew 2:16-18 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,  

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem  
and in all that region who were two years old or under,  

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted,  

because they are no more.”

The bitter wail of the mothers of Bethlehem over their slaughtered 
children was only matched one other time in Israel’s history – in the 
scene that is described in Jeremiah 31:15.  
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Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

Matthew treats Jeremiah 31:15 as a messianic prophecy.   

Matthew compares and relates the exile of the northern tribes to 
Herod’s killing of the children in Bethlehem. 

Matthew 2:16-18 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,  

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem  
and in all that region who were two years old or under,  

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted,  

because they are no more.”

The bitter wail of the mothers of Bethlehem was even more grievous 
than the cries and laments of the exiles.  In this sense, the scene 
depicted in Jeremiah 31:15 became a “prototype” of what would 
happen later with Herod’s slaughter of the Innocents.   
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Jeremiah 31:15 
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

lamentation and bitter weeping.   
Rachel is weeping for her children;  

she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more.” 

Matthew treats Jeremiah 31:15 as a messianic prophecy.   

Matthew compares and relates the exile of the northern tribes to 
Herod’s killing of the children in Bethlehem. 

Matthew 2:16-18 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,  

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem  
and in all that region who were two years old or under,  

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted,  

because they are no more.”

Jeremiah 31:15 was prophetic of what would happen later.  Matthew’s 
gospel understood Jeremiah 31:15 as a messianic prophecy because 
the tragedy related directly to the infant Jesus.
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Our study now turns to the book of Ezekiel.  
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