
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

After returning from exile, the prophecy of Isaiah 54:1-5 confirms that 
God’s punishment of His people is over.  Isaiah 54:7-8 further 
confirms it:

Isaiah 54:7-8 
For a brief moment I deserted you,  

but with great compassion I will gather you.   
In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you,  
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,”  

says the Lord, your Redeemer.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

In Isaiah 54:1-5, the enlarged tent and the strengthened tent pegs 
illustrate God’s restoration of Jerusalem.   

Isaiah 54:1-5 is a messianic prophecy because it’s fulfillment was 
expected to happen because of the Messiah’s coming.   

Christians believe that “Jerusalem’s tent” has already been enlarged 
with the inclusion of Gentiles as God’s people through Jesus Christ.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

From a Christian perspective, “lengthening the cords,” 
“strengthening the stakes,” & “spreading abroad to the right and to 
the left” has already happened through Jesus.    

For Christians, Isaiah 54:1-5 compares with Abraham’s vision of 
counting of the stars to number his descendants. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

Having faith like Abraham makes Gentiles the descendants of 
Abraham, and Jesus’ inclusion of Gentiles in the Good News brings 
us “into the tent” of God’s city.* 



[ go back ]

Romans 4:9-12 
Is this blessing then only for the circumcised,  

or also for the uncircumcised?   

For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness.   
How then was it counted to him?  Was it before or after he had been circumcised?  It 

was not after, but before he was circumcised.   
 

He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness  
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.   

 
The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, 

so that righteousness would be counted to them as well,  
and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but 
who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he 

was circumcised.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

Having faith like Abraham makes Gentiles the descendants of 
Abraham, and Jesus’ inclusion of Gentiles in the Good News brings 
us “into the tent” of God’s city.*

Christians also believe the final and ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah 
54:1-5 will happen after Jesus comes again, and brings all God’s 
people from every time and place into His kingdom with the Father for 
eternity.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

We are nearing the end of the  
messianic prophecies in Isaiah! 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

Isaiah 60:1-5 is the appointed reading for Epiphany Day, Jan. 6th.  
Epiphany is a "high holy day” in the Church, when we commemorate 
the visit made to the infant Jesus by the Three Wise Men from the 
East. 

When you add verse 6 to Isaiah 60:1-5, you can see how easily this 
passage from Isaiah applies to the Church’s celebration of Epiphany:

Isaiah 60:6 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all 

those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense,  
and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

Interestingly, for the visit of the Wise Men, Matthew’s gospel does not 
cite Isaiah 60:1-6, but Micah 5:2-5.*



[ go back ]

Matthew 2:1-12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, saying,  

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?   
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born.  They told him,  

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time  
the star had appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him,  
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  

After listening to the king, they went on their way.  And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.  

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,  
gold and frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

Interestingly, for the visit of the Wise Men, Matthew’s gospel does not 
cite Isaiah 60:1-6, but Micah 5:2-5.

In Isaiah 60:1-5, the light that shines is the light of God’s glory, 
meaning: God’s presence!   

The light of God’s presence – God Himself – is inseparable from the 
place that is called the city, the Temple, or Mt. Zion.   

In other words, God is with His people!  This message is a great 
comfort to those who returned from exile. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

By using Isaiah 60:1-5 for Epiphany, the Church announces that God 
is with us through Christ Jesus.   

The way light is described in Isaiah 60:1-5 reminds people of Creation 
for a reason.  As light overcame darkness at Creation (“Let there be 
light”), God’s light overcame the darkness the people experienced in 
exile.   

Those who do not have God are in darkness, just as God’s people 
were during exile.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

In John’s gospel, the use the imagery of light shows how Jesus is the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 60:1-5.

John 1:4-5, 10-11 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.  The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him.

John 8:12 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.   

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

Christians believe and witness that God is present to us in Christ, 
fulfilling Isaiah 60:1-5, which is why this prophecy is used for 
Epiphany.   

Isaiah 60:1-5 describes how the nations will come to God through the 
teachings embodied in His light.   

Through Jesus and the light of His teachings, all peoples and nations 
are drawn to God.  The Gospels certainly described this, and the 
Church’s continued existence and growth over time also show how 
people are drawn to God through Christ. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 60:1-5 
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.   
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Lift 

up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

For Epiphany Day, Isaiah 60:1-5 is really the best messianic prophecy 
that can be used! 

Our study of the messianic prophecies now turns to Jeremiah. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The prophet Jeremiah lived six centuries before the birth of Christ.  
He served as prophet during the reigns of five kings: Josiah, 
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoaichin, and Zedekiah. 

For 40 years, Jeremiah urged his people to turn back to God.   

He warned everyone of the consequences in store if they did not 
return to living in the ways of God’s covenant and the 10 
Commandments.   

Most of Jeremiah’s prophecies are visions, warnings of judgment, 
calls to repent, or promises of restoration.  There are few messianic 
prophecies in Jeremiah. 

The first messianic prophecy in Jeremiah is in chapter 23:

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

The description of a “branch” to describe the coming Messiah was 
also used in Isaiah 11:1 (seen earlier in this study).   

The image of a “branch” or “vine” was used figuratively in the Old 
Testament to describe a population and its growth.

Ezekiel 31:3 
Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon, with beautiful branches and forest shade

Just as a bald eagle represents the United States, or a maple leaf 
represents Canada, a “Branch” or “Vine” represented the Jewish 
people. 

Ezekiel 19:10 
Your mother was like a vine in a vineyard planted by the water,  

fruitful and full of branches by reason of abundant water.

Isaiah 60:21 
Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever,  

the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

Perhaps the most important scripture supporting Israel’s self-
understanding of themselves as the Lord’s “vine” or “branch” comes 
from Psalm 80.  

Psalm 80:8 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.

Psalm 80:8 refers to the Exodus and settlement of God’s people in the 
Promised Land.   

Through the covenant which God established with His people, God’s 
people were to be the “light” to the nations that would make the Lord 
known among all the peoples of the earth.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

As the history of the Old Testament shows, God’s people were not 
faithful to the covenant.  By the time of Jeremiah, God was extremely 
displeased with how His “vine” or people grew:

Jeremiah 2:21 
Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed.   

How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine?

Jeremiah was sent to announce repentance, and to warn of the 
destruction that would come if the people did not repent.   

This was not the first time God became angry with His people and 
threatened their existence.   

Compare a similar situation that happened during the Exodus under 
Moses, in Exodus 32:7-14.*  



[ go back ]

Exodus 32:7-14 
And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.  They have turned aside quickly out of the 
way that I commanded them.  They have made for themselves a golden calf and have 

worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods,  
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’”  

And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked 
people.  Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 

consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 

But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 

and with a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say,  
‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains  

and to consume them from the face of the earth’?   

Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own 

self, and said to them, I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 

And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Jeremiah 23:5-6 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,  

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.   

And this is the name by which he will be called:  
The Lord is our righteousness.’

Unlike the time with Moses, there would be no reprieve for God’s 
people in Jeremiah’s time – the general behavior of God’s people in 
Jeremiah’s time was the “last straw” for God. 

Jeremiah 7:16 
“As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them,  

and do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you.

Jeremiah 14:11-12 
The Lord said to me: “Do not pray for the welfare of this people.  

Though they fast, I will not hear their cry,  
and though they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them.  

But I will consume them by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.”

Jeremiah 15:1 
Then the Lord said to me,  

“Though Moses and Samuel stood before me,  
yet my heart would not turn toward this people.  

Send them out of my sight, and let them go!
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