
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The book of Isaiah can be divided into two (possibly three) sections: 
chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66.   

“First Isaiah” concludes with a hopeful and optimistic prophecy in 
Isaiah 35:1-10.  This passage is used for one of the Old Testament 
readings during Advent. 

In Isaiah 35:1-10, verses 5-7 say what the Messiah will do or make 
happen.  

Isaiah 35:5-7 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy.  For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 

the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass 

shall become reeds and rushes.

This prophecy describes how the Messiah will heal all possible 
maladies.  Jesus opened the eyes of the blind and unstopped the ears 
of the deaf.  The waters and streams described in Isaiah 35:5-7 will 
happen after Jesus, the Messiah, comes again, and all things are 
made new.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

After many prophecies of doom and judgment, “1st Isaiah” ended 
with a hopeful vision of the future, filled with restoration.   

In “First Isaiah,” many prophecies of doom and judgment were made 
about what would happen if God’s people did not repent.   

God’s people did not repent, so disaster came upon both the land and 
the Jewish people, who were defeated and exiled to Babylon. 

After half a century in exile, God’s word came to the Jewish people:

Isaiah 40:1-2 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.   

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double 

for all her sins.

The verses above from Isaiah 40 are part of an Old Testament reading 
for one Sunday in Advent. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The first messianic prophecy that appears in “2nd Isaiah” comes 
from Isaiah 42:1-4.

Isaiah 42:1-4 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen,  

in whom my soul delights;  
I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He 

will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;  
a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not 

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be 
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth;  

and the coastlands wait for his law.

In this prophecy, God the Father speaks of God the Son.   

The tone and message of this prophecy is different from the 
prophecies made in chapters 1-39.   

The messianic prophecy in Isaiah 42:1-4 describes the gentle and 
patient way the Messiah will treat all people. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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from Isaiah 42:1-4.
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In all four gospels, Jesus showed compassion when He healed people.  
Matthew’s gospel specifically says that Jesus acted exactly as Isaiah 
predicted the Messiah would.  

Matthew 12:15-21 
Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there.  And many followed him, and he healed 
them all and ordered them not to make him known.  This was to fulfill what was 

spoken by the prophet Isaiah:  
“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well 

pleased.  I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  
He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; a 

bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he 
brings justice to victory; and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 42:1-4 is one of four “Servant Songs” — poems written about a 
certain, un-named servant of God.  Christians identify Jesus as the 
servant.  

The other three “Servant Songs” are Isaiah 42:5-7, Isaiah 49:1-6, and 
50:4-9.   

Other references in “2nd Isaiah” to God’s servant are Isaiah 41:8-10, 
13; Isaiah 42:19, and Isaiah 44:1-2. 

In these poems, God’s servant suffers, and is ignored by many of the 
people around Him; but one day, He will be recognized as God’s 
servant, and His mission to restore God’s justice will be completely 
fulfilled.   

Christians find it easy to connect all these passages to Jesus.   

Homework assignment:  
Lookup all the “Servant Song” passages and references!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 44:3-5 is different from other messianic prophecies: 
Isaiah 44:3-5 

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;  
I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring,  
and my blessing on your descendants.   

They shall spring up among the grass like willows by flowing streams.  This 
one will say, ‘I am the Lord's,’  

another will call on the name of Jacob,  
and another will write on his hand,  

‘The Lord's,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.”

This prophecy does not predict Christ or His coming, but it does 
predict what will happen because of Christ – the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit.   

Isaiah 44:3-5 foretells the “Pentecost experience” that happened to 
both Jews & Gentiles in the book of Acts in the New Testament.  The 
“Jewish” Pentecost experience happened in Acts 2:1-4.   
The “Gentile” Pentecost experience happened in Acts 10:44-48. 

Homework assignment:  
read & compare the two Pentecost experiences in Acts 2:1-4 & Acts 10:44-48



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Perhaps the best known of all the messianic prophecies in Isaiah 
comes from Isaiah chapter 53.   

In poetic language and descriptions, this passage seems to describe 
exactly what happened to Jesus when He was crucified!   

In fact, Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is the appointed Old Testament lesson for 
Good Friday! 

When this passage was written during the Babylonian exile, Jewish 
people may have thought that Isaiah described the nation of Israel as 
a whole.  The punishment, shame, and suffering they endured — the 
reason they were sent into exile — did seem to match the descriptions 
in Isaiah’s “Suffering Servant” passage.    

New Testament writers, and even Christians today, can easily and 
clearly see a portrait of Jesus in Isaiah’s “Suffering Servant” passage.   

Your “must-do” homework assignment is to read the “Suffering 
Servant” passage in Isaiah 52:13-53:12.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The next messianic prophecy in Isaiah focuses on Jerusalem’s 
glorious future.  This vision of Jerusalem’s future was important to 
the people who returned from exile. 

Isaiah 54:1-5 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing  

and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!   
For the children of the desolate one will be more  

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.    
 

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations  
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords  and strengthen your stakes.  

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.   

 
“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 

disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more.  For your Maker is your husband,  
the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,  

the God of the whole earth he is called.

When they returned from exile, much of Jerusalem still lay in rubble 
– nothing was rebuilt during all the time of exile, because no one 
was left behind who could do it! 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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The prophecy in Isaiah 54:1-5 offered an important picture of the 
future.  The restoration of Jerusalem, along with the Jewish cities 
and lands, symbolizes the restoration of God’s people.   

The imagery of widowhood and infertile women are used to describe 
Israel’s condition upon their return from exile. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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Being “barren,” or “barrenness” were terms in the Old Testament 
used to describe women who were unable to give birth to children.   

Examples in the Old Testament of barren women include Sarai (Gen. 
11:30), Rebekah (Gen. 25:21), Rachel (Gen. 29:31), Manoah’s wife (Judg. 13:2), 
and Hannah (1 Sam. 1:5).  In the New Testament, Elizabeth, the eventual 
mother of John the Baptist, was described as “barren” (Luke 1:7,36).



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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The word “desolate” was also sometimes used for women who bore 
no children (2 Sam. 13:20; Isa. 49:21; 54:1).   

Barrenness was considered a curse from God (Gen. 16:2; 20:18; 1Sam. 1:5) 
– this explains Elizabeth’s statement in Luke’s gospel that God had 
taken away her “disgrace among the people.”   
She was perceived as cursed by God because of her barrenness. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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In Jewish history, the barrenness of Sarai, Rebekah, and Rachel are 
significant.  These women are the mothers of the Israelite nation.  
Their ability finally to bear children was a sign of God’s grace and 
favor towards His elect people.  

A city or country could also be called a “widow” in the figurative 
sense (Isaiah 47:5-9; Lam. 1:1; Rev. 18:7).



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture
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If a city became a “widow,” “barren,” or “desolate,” it meant it would 
become destitute and have no protection from invaders or enemies.  
The city would become empty, and eventually become a “ghost town.”  

God, however, can restore a “widowed” city, and this is what Isaiah 
54:1-5 promises.



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


