
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The next messianic prophecy from Isaiah is one we already discussed 
at length: 

Isaiah 6:9-10 
And he said, “Go, and say to this people:  

‘Keep on hearing  but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not 
perceive.’  Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind 

their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.   

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 7:14 was discussed already in this study, in connection with 
Gen. 49:10.   

We saw how English translations of the Bible handle Isaiah 7:14 
differently — some translations use “virgin,” but others use “young 
woman.”  We discussed which word is “right” and why.   

The next two messianic prophecies in Isaiah are in chapter 9 – Isaiah 
9:1-2 & Isaiah 9:6-7. 

Each of these prophecies are included in the Old Testament reading 
for Christmas Eve:

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.   

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Each of these prophecies are included in the Old Testament reading 
for Christmas Eve:

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Isaiah’s prophecy in Isa. 9:1-2 was fulfilled when the adult Jesus 
began his ministry in Galilee (see Matt. 4:12-17*). 



[ go back ]

Matthew 4:12-17 
Now when [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested,  

he withdrew into Galilee.  And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  

so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles–the people dwelling in darkness have 

seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region  
and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.”  

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,  
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Isaiah’s prophecy in Isa. 9:1-2 was fulfilled when the adult Jesus 
began his ministry in Galilee (see Matt. 4:12-17*). 

The light that shines in Isa. 9:1-2 is the light of religious knowledge 
and truth. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

In the life of Old Testament Israel, the prophecy of Isaiah 9:6-7 was 
probably given at the coronation of King Hezekiah.  Hezekiah was one 
of Judah’s most godly kings.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

When Hezekiah was crowned king, Isaiah looked back to Hezekiah’s 
birth, and said it was Hezekiah’s destiny to be king.   

Isaiah described what it meant for the Jewish people that a man 
named Hezekiah entered the world.  Because of Hezekiah, the Jewish 
people had hope for the future. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Much later, when writing his gospel, Matthew said the same about 
Jesus.  Matthew said that Isa. 9:6-7 found its ultimate fulfillment in 
Jesus’ birth.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-2 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,  
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The names given to the Child in Isaiah 9:6-7 are not proper names, 
but describe the characteristics and Godly nature of the Messiah. 

The next prophecy from Isaiah comes from chapter 11, and is used as 
a reading in Advent. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Similar to Isaiah 9:6-7, the prophecy of Isaiah 11:1-10 was probably 
given at the coronation of one of the kings of Judah.  

Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.   
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked.   
 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;  
and a little child shall lead them.   

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.   
 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples–of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

At this time in history in the Old Testament, Judah (the southern 
kingdom) was under the threat of war.  

Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.   
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked.   
 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;  
and a little child shall lead them.   

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.   
 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples–of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 11:1-10 prophecies a time of enduring peace, which New 
Testament writers associated with the kingdom of God in Jesus’ 
preaching. 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.   
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked.   
 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;  
and a little child shall lead them.   

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.   
 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples–of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

According to the gospel of Matthew, the Spirit of the Lord “came to 
rest” on Jesus after His baptism (see Matt. 3:16-17*). 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.   
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall kill the wicked.   
 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;  
and a little child shall lead them.   

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.   
 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples–of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 



[ go back ]

Matthew 3:16-17 
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 

water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him,  
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 

to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said,  
 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

In Isaiah chapters 25-27, there are various songs of praise for the 
Messiah.  Perhaps the best known passage from this section is Isaiah 
25:6-8

Isaiah 25:6-8 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 
refined.  And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.   
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 

from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken.

Isaiah 25:6-8 is a messianic prophecy, but it has yet to be fulfilled.   

Christians believe that the Great Messianic Banquet described in 
Isaiah 25:6-8 refers to the great celebration that will happen after 
Jesus’ return.   

When Jesus returns, he will destroy the greatest enemy of all: death. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Isaiah 25:6-8 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 
refined.  And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.   
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 

from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken.

By Jesus’ time, Jewish leaders like the Pharisees developed certain 
understandings about the Great Messianic Banquet prophesied in 
Isaiah 25:6-8.   

Jesus told a parable in Luke 14:12-24* to correct the wrong ideas the 
Pharisees have about the Great Messianic Banquet, and who will 
share in it. 



[ go back ]

Luke 14:12-24 
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 

invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 

When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, 
“Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”   

But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.   
And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 

‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  
But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, 

and I must go out and see it.  Please have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them.  Please have me excused.’  And another said, I 

have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’   

So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house 
became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’  

And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 
And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people 
to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited 

shall taste my banquet.’”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The book of Isaiah can be divided into two (possibly three) sections: 
chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66.   

“First Isaiah” concludes with a hopeful and optimistic prophecy in 
Isaiah 35:1-10.  This passage is used for one of the Old Testament 
readings during Advent. 

In Isaiah 35:1-10, verses 5-7 say what the Messiah will do or make 
happen.  

Isaiah 35:5-7 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy.  For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 

the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass 

shall become reeds and rushes.

This prophecy describes how the Messiah will heal all possible 
maladies.  Jesus opened the eyes of the blind and unstopped the ears 
of the deaf.  The waters and streams described in Isaiah 35:5-7 will 
happen after Jesus, the Messiah, comes again, and all things are 
made new.
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