
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 118:22—23 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

This prophecy comes near the end of Psalm 118.   

Psalm 118 was often used in worship during the Feast of Tabernacles.   

There are three sections in Psalm 118.   

The first and last sections are short, and express community 
thanksgiving; the middle section is long, and expresses individual 
thanksgiving.   

The messianic prophecy of Psalm 118 comes at the start of the third 
section. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 118:22—23 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

The messianic prophecy in Psalm 118:22-23 echoes Isaiah 28:16.     

Isaiah 28:16 
therefore thus says the Lord God,  

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone,  
a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:  

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’

In Isaiah 28:16, the prophet spoke God’s word against the Jewish 
people for scoffing at God’s promise to protect them from foreign 
invaders.   

Rather than trusting God, the people made an alliance with Egypt for 
protection.   

The promises made in that alliance failed, and the Jewish people in 
the Northern Kingdom were defeated by the Assyrians.
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The messianic prophecy in Psalm 118:22-23 echoes Isaiah 28:16.     

Isaiah 28:16 
therefore thus says the Lord God,  

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone,  
a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:  

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’

The stone in Isaiah 28:16 is a symbol of God’s promise, which is 
unchanging and permanent.  Rather than trust in God, the people 
“rejected the stone.”   

The “stone” in Psalm 118 is the same “stone” in Isaiah 28.  The stone 
is God’s promise, on which everything in the life of God’s people is 
built.   

People may reject God’s promise, but God’s promise never goes away.  
God will succeed in building a community of people who reflect God’s 
own righteousness, love, and justice to the world. 
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Psalm 118:22—23 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

In the parable of the Wicked Tenants, Jesus identified himself as “the 
stone that the builders rejected” in Psalm 118.  Jesus warned that 
God might not wait anymore for the Jewish people.  This parable 
appears in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke*.



[ go back ]

Matthew 21:42—43 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:  

“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 

taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.  

Mark 12:10—12 
Have you not read this Scripture:  

“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”  And they were seeking to arrest him but 

feared the people, for they perceived that he had told the parable against them.  So 
they left him and went away.   

Luke 20:16—18 
He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.”   

When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!”  But he looked directly at them and said, 
“What then is this that is written: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone’?  Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it 
falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
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Psalm 118:22—23 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

Christians saw how Jesus’ parable of the Wicked Tenants, coupled 
with Psalm 118, foretold that Jesus would Himself become the 
foundation of a new people of God – the Church.  

Also, in the book of Acts, Jesus is referred to as “the stone that the 
builders rejected” (this verse was already shown in the section that focused on 
the early Church’s preaching):     

Acts 4:11 
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders,  

which has become the cornerstone.  

The next psalm with a messianic prophecy is…
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Actually, there are many more Psalms with Messianic Prophecies in 
them – more than can be shown in this study!   

Early Church Christians looked at the Psalms through the lens of 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.   

When you go looking for Christ in the Psalms, it is easy to find Him!  
That is the common experience for people of faith.   

Early Church Christians saw the Psalms as a wonderful resource for 
building faith in the Messiah.   

Martin Luther saw Christ in the Psalms – just as the early Church 
Fathers did centuries before.   

Jesus Christ specifically is not “found” in the Psalms, but faith in 
Christ enables a person to see Jesus Christ revealed in them. 
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Different Psalms reveal different aspects of Christ. 

There are Psalms about His coming: 17, 49, 67, & 95-97.  

There are Psalms about His kingdom: 2, 17, 19, 20, 45, 65, 72, 110, & 
132.  

Psalm 110, as we’ve seen, concerns the priesthood of the Messiah.  

The sufferings, death and resurrection of the Messiah are described 
in Psalms 16, 22, 31, 41, 65, 68, & 98.  

In Psalms 41, 55 & 109, the betrayal of Christ is foretold, which Judas 
Iscariot later fulfilled.   

Christ’s ascension into Heaven is foretold in Psalm 68.  

Psalm 8 describes the glory of the Messiah.   

Psalm 97 foretells the last judgment, and Psalm 94 describes how the 
righteous will inherit eternal peace – these psalms are poetic in 
expression, but they contain the same message as Jesus related in 
His teachings and parables!

Homework assignment: Read all these Psalms!!! 
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The messianic prophecies in the Pentateuch give only general 
outlines of the Messiah.  In contrast, the Psalms provide great and 
sometimes vivid details about the Messiah.   

The Psalms are not a “Christian book,” but it is very hard for 
Christians not to see Christ revealed in the Psalms!   

Common themes in the Psalms are justice, righteousness, and equity 
– these were common themes in Jesus’ teaching and preaching, too.   

The Psalms are an important resource for spirituality, prayer, and 
faith; they are also important for the way they describe the work, 
character, & coming of Christ.   

Our study of the messianic prophecies  
now turns to the book of Isaiah.

(Note: there are many messianic prophecies in the book of Isaiah!)  
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…our study continues!


