
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 110:1, 4 
The Lord says to my Lord:  

“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”   
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,  

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
  

Psalm 110 says that the Messiah is a “high priest, after the order of 
Melchizedek.”  

Before answering the question, “Who is Melchizedek?”, some 
background about Psalm 110 is in order.   

Psalm 110 is another Royal Psalm.  Psalm 110 repeats the main 
thoughts of Psalm 2, describing the godliness of the Messiah and the 
hostility against Him.  

Psalm 110 adds new pieces of information about the Messiah – the 
birth of the Messiah is mentioned, for instance.   

Also, the Messiah is described as the “eternal” Son of God. 
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Psalm 110:1, 4 
The Lord says to my Lord:  

“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”   
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,  

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
  

Who was Melchizedek?  Why was he important to the early Church?  
Why is the Messiah compared to him (instead of the other way around)?   

The book of Hebrews explains why Melchizedek was important.  

Heb. 7:1-2 
This "King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God,  

met Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed 
him"; and to him Abraham apportioned "one-tenth of everything.”  

Homework assignment: read Hebrews 7! 

Melchizedek appears in the Old Testament in Gen. 14:18.   

Homework assignment: read Genesis 14!
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Early Church leaders often looked back on Old Testament events and 
saw parallels and symbols for the New Testament people of God: the 
Church.   

1 Corinthians 10:11 
Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 

down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.  

Melchizedek was very important to the early Church because Church 
leaders saw him as a prototype (“first model”) of the Son of God. 

Early Church leaders found meaning in both Melchizedek’s name and 
position. 
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The Lord says to my Lord:  

“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”   
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,  

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
  

Melchizedek’s name means “king of righteousness.”  Because he was 
king of Salem, he was also “king of peace.” (“Salem” means “peace.”) 

Melchizedek's role on earth became a symbol for Jesus' role in 
heaven.

Heb. 6:13-20 
When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore 

by himself, saying, "I will surely bless you and multiply you."  
And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise.  

Human beings, of course, swear by someone greater than themselves,  
and an oath given as confirmation puts an end to all dispute.  

 
In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the 

unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, so that through two 
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken 

refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us.  
 

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 
behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered,  

having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
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Melchizedek was barely mentioned in the Old Testament, but what he 
represented was very important to the New Testament Church.   

Even today, teachers and theologians of the Church see in 
Melchizedek’s gifts of “bread and wine” a prefigurement of Holy 
Communion (homework assignment: read Genesis 14!).  

Jesus himself discussed the messianic prophecy of Psalm 110 with 
his opponents.  Jesus, of course, understood it, but his opponents 
did not, and could not comment on its meaning.



[ go back ]

Matthew 22:41—46 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together,  

Jesus asked them a question, saying,  
“What do you think about the Christ?  Whose son is he?”   

They said to him, “The son of David.”   
He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, “‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’?  
If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”  And no one was able to answer him a 

word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  

Mark 12:35—37 
And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said,  

“How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?   
David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right 

hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.”’   
David himself calls him Lord.  So how is he his son?”   

And the great throng heard him gladly.   

Luke 20:41—43 
But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David’s son?   

For David himself says in the Book of Psalms, “‘The Lord said to my Lord,  
“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”’
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Later, after Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, Peter cited 
Psalm 110, saying that Jesus was the one being spoken to in Psalm 
110.  This happened on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2: 

Acts 2:34—36 
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,  

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies 
your footstool.”’  Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 

God has made him both Lord and Christ,  
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Of all the psalms with messianic prophecies, Psalm 110 ranks as one 
of the most important ones!   

The next psalm with a messianic prophecy is Psalm 118:22-23.
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…our study continues!


