
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 40:7—8 
Then I said, “Behold, I have come;  

in the scroll of the book it is written of me:  
I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”  

  

Psalm 40:7—8 doesn’t stand out as a strong Messianic Prophecy, but 
the early Church picked up on it as being an important prophecy 
relating to Christ.   

Psalm 40 was written after the Jewish people returned from their time 
of exile in Babylon.  The Psalm expresses what God does not want 
from the newly-rescued people.   

God does not want to see excessive ritual or the practice of religion 
that becomes “too formal.”  God wants “a new song.”
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The book of Hebrews cites Psalm 40:

Hebrews 10:5—10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,  
but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 

taken no pleasure.  Then I said,  
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,  

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”   
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”  
(these are offered according to the law), then he added,  

“Behold, I have come to do your will.”   
He does away with the first in order to establish the second.   

And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.   
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These verses from Hebrews show why Psalm 40:7-8 is a Messianic 
Prophecy.
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According to an early Church, Jewish Christian perspective, Psalm 40 
foretells a time when Temple sacrifices will be replaced by God’s 
messiah.   
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Psalm 40 says that Old Testament sacrifices are not (or will not be) 
enough to grant forgiveness of sins.  Something else is required – 
the obedience of faith, which God’s Messiah provides.  Hebrews 
10:5-10 makes exactly this point about Psalm 40:6-8.   
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According to Hebrews, Psalm 40:7-8 refers specifically to the Messiah.  
Verse 6 of Psalm 40 is not shown above because it does not refer 
specifically to the Messiah; it refers only to the sacrifices of worship.  
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Here is Psalm 40:6, which Hebrews includes in its discussion of how 
the Messiah replaces Old Testament based sacrificial worship…   



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 40:7—8 
Then I said, “Behold, I have come;  

in the scroll of the book it is written of me:  
I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”  

  
Hebrews 10:5—10 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,  

but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 
taken no pleasure.  Then I said,  

‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,  
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”   

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”  

(these are offered according to the law), then he added,  
“Behold, I have come to do your will.”   

He does away with the first in order to establish the second.   
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all.   

Psalm 40:6 
In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted,  

but you have given me an open ear.   
Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.  
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Psalm 40 also bears witness to the suffering that God’s Messiah will 
endure.  For this reason, too, it is regarded as one of the Psalms that 
have Messianic Prophecies in them.
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The next Psalm with a Messianic Prophecy is Psalm 45:6-7. 
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Psalm 45:6—7 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.   

The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;  
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.   

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond 
your companions;   

Psalm 45 is another Royal Psalm.  Where Psalm 2 was for a 
coronation, Psalm 45 was for a royal wedding.   

Ancient rabbis considered these verses to be a prophecy of the 
messiah.   

The book of Hebrews cited Psalm 45:6-7 as a Messianic Prophecy that 
was fulfilled in Jesus.

Hebrews 1:8—9 
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,  

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.   
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  

therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness  
beyond your companions.”
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From a Christian perspective, Psalm 45:6-7 hints at the doctrine of 
the Trinity.  There is a God who anoints and a God who is anointed, 
but it is one God who is addressed in the Psalm. 

Our study moves to the next Psalm with a Messianic Prophecy: Psalm 
72.

Hebrews 1:8—9 
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,  

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.   
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  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Psalm 72 
(the whole Psalm!)   

When we think of prophecies, we normally think about events or 
people that are predicted ahead of time.   

Psalm 72 is not that kind of prophecy.  The whole psalm is prophetic, 
but in a different way than all the other verses we’ve seen so far in 
this study.   

Psalm 72 describes the Messiah’s glory.  The psalm itself is a hymn of 
praise sung to the Messiah. 

As Christians, we believe Christ’s full glory will be realized at the end 
of time, when His Messianic Kingdom will triumph and evil is 
destroyed.   

That is the time when the full praise of Psalm 72 can be sung and 
given to our Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
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Psalm 72 
(the whole Psalm!)   

Psalm 72 gives praise to the Messiah now, but after Jesus’ Messianic 
Kingdom comes, then the praise in Psalm 72 will be expressed in its 
fullness forever and ever.   

Homework assignment: read all of Psalm 72! 

The next Messianic Prophecy in the Psalms is in Psalm 95:6-11.
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A few comments should be made about the Psalms in general before 
studying Psalm 95:6-11. 

All the other books of the Bible except Psalms are divided into 
chapters.  The book of Psalms is really a collection of five books into 
one. 

Book I  -  Psalms 1-41 
Book II  -  Psalms 42-72   
Book III  -  Psalms 73-89 
Book IV  -  Psalms 90-106 
Book V  -  Psalms 107-150
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Some Psalms were written before the exile, some during, and some 
were written after.  The Psalms were gathered together into one 
collection after the return from exile. 

Book I of the Psalms consist almost exclusively of “Psalms of David,” 
and contains mostly laments.  Book I reflects the mood and spirit of 
the faithful after returning from exile.   

Book II focuses on Temple liturgy.  These psalms probably date back 
to the religious reforms instituted by Ezra (see the Old Testament books of 
Ezra & Nehemiah).   

Book III psalms were written mostly by two people: Asaph and Korah. 

Book I  -  Psalms 1-41 
Book II  -  Psalms 42-72   
Book III  -  Psalms 73-89 
Book IV  -  Psalms 90-106 
Book V  -  Psalms 107-150
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Book IV psalms are mostly untitled (in Hebrew bibles, the titles of the Psalms 
were considered to be the first verse of the Psalm, but in Christian bibles, the titles 
were not included as part of the Psalms). 

Book V psalms are the most liturgical of all the psalms.  Many of 
these psalms were written for pilgrims journeying to Jerusalem to 
offer sacrifice – these psalms were used as a “booklet” by the 
pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem.   

Other Psalms in Book V focused on the three major pilgrimage 
festivals (Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles).

Book I  -  Psalms 1-41 
Book II  -  Psalms 42-72   
Book III  -  Psalms 73-89 
Book IV  -  Psalms 90-106 
Book V  -  Psalms 107-150
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Besides being organized into books, the Psalms can also be classified 
by types.   

One category of Psalms is “Royal Psalms.”  In this study, we looked at 
three Royal Psalms already – Psalms 2, 45, & 72.   

Another Psalm classification is “Prayers of Confidence.”   
Psalm 16 from earlier in this study was a Psalm of Confidence.  

Psalm 22 earlier in this study was a “Thanksgiving Psalm.”   

Psalm 40, also earlier in this study, is classified under “Prayers of 
Supplication.” 

The other categories of Psalms are “Hymns of Praise,” “Wisdom 
Psalms,” and “Acrostic Psalms.” 
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Acrostic Psalms are like acrostic poems – the first letters of each 
line spell out a word of phrase.  Here’s an example of an acrostic:  

Sometimes I can be haughty, though 
Usually I stay away from the spotlight, 
Zigzagging my way through the shadows 
And giving credit to others for their work. 
Now and then, however, I find myself in 
Need of praise; so I spell my name in letters. 
Excuse me for my vanity. 

Psalm 95:6-11, next in our study of Messianic Prophecies, is 
classified as one of the “Prophetic Psalms.”  
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…our study continues!


