
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

These are the Messianic prophecies  
we’ve looked at in sequence so far:

[ the first 5 from the Pentateuch ] 

Gen. 3:15  
Gen. 22:18  
Gen. 49:10  
Num. 24:17  

Deut. 18:18-19 

[ the next 2 are the Davidic covenant ] 

2 Sam. 7:13 
1 Chron. 17:12-13 

[ from the book of Job ] 

Job 19:25-27

We move now to the next Messianic prophecy in the Bible:  

Psalm 2:7 
(and all the Psalms!)



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

From Genesis to Job, the Messianic Prophesies are general in nature 
– the prophesies can be matched to several events, people, and 
situations; sometimes more than once! 

There is positive value to general or vague prophecies.   

Because they were general and sometimes vague, the Jewish people 
remained “on the lookout” for the Messiah through the generations!   

Remembering the promises made in the prophecies, and keeping 
watch for their fulfillment helped people build and maintain faith.   

However, there is a negative aspect about vague and general 
prophecies.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

Because the prophecies were unclear and non-specific, it became 
easy to “ignore the signs” and dismiss events that happened 
happened to fulfill the prophecies.   

In the Psalms, that changes.   

The Psalms “fill out” some of the details of the Messianic Prophecies 
in the Pentateuch.   

Compared to other Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament, the 
Psalms have less general and more specific prophecies.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

Psalm 2 is a Royal Psalm.  In a Royal Psalm, the “topic” is kingship.   

Royal Psalms have these themes:  
  - the spiritual role of kings,  
  - the kingship of the Lord God, and  
  - God’s work through the office of the king.   

There are 10 Psalms that are categorized as “Royal Psalms.”   

Homework assignment: read all ten of the Royal Psalms:  
 
   2,  18,  20,  21,  45,  72,  101,  110,  132,  144.   

Only 4 of the 10 Royal Psalms have Messianic Prophecies:  
     Psalms  2,  45,  72  &  110.   

Extra Credit homework assignment: compare the Royal Psalms! 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

Psalm 2 is a coronation Psalm.  

Nothing in Psalm 2 indicates for which king’s coronation this Psalm 
was written; it would apply nicely to three kings: Solomon, Hezekiah, 
and Josiah.   

In general, Psalm 2 could have been used for the coronation of any of 
the kings of the Jewish people. 

In some ancient near Eastern civilizations, kings were deified, or 
regarded as a physical sons of the deity the people worshiped.   

The Jewish people always regarded their king as human.  From the 
Jewish perspective, the king is adopted by God and becomes God’s 
son on the day of enthronement (coronation). 

The words, "I have begotten you," confirm the authority given by God 
to the king.  The words also express the intimate relationship 
between God and the king.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

In the beginning of Psalm 2, the kings of the earth are shown as 
conspiring, rebelling, and revolting against God and God’s anointed 
(chosen) one.   

God’s supreme kingship and ultimate authority is praised;  
God’s Anointed is given reign & authority over all.   

Rebellion against God’s Anointed (king) is the same as rebellion 
against God.  God declares, "I have set my King on Zion, my holy 
hill.”    

All of these understandings about Psalm 2 led Christians in the New 
Testament (both Jewish & Gentile) to reference Psalm 2:7, and say that 
Christ (Anointed) Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of Psalm 2:7. 

An example of this was already shown in the beginning of this study 
with Acts 13:33.  See also Hebrews 1:5,*  Hebrews 5:5,* Mark 1:9-11,* 
and Matthew 3:16-17.*



[ go back ]

Acts 13:33 
…this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the 

second Psalm, “‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’   

Hebrews 1:5 
For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”?   

Hebrews 5:5 
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him 
who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”  

Mark 1:9—11 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.  And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

Matthew 3:16—17 
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me,  
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  

Jesus’ baptism was not His “coronation” – that didn't happen until 
after His crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension.   

By connecting Psalm 2 to Jesus, the early church showed that He is 
indeed God’s Anointed, or Messiah.   

At Jesus’ baptism, He was shown to be God’s Anointed when the Holy 
Spirit descended on Him in the form of a dove.  

The next Messianic Prophecy found in the Psalms is Psalm 16:10.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 16:10 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,  

or let your holy one see corruption.  

All of Psalm 16 is a prayer expressing confidence and trust in God.   

Verse 10 is generally accepted to be “the” Messianic Prophecy made 
in Psalm 16, but the whole Psalm can be applied to Jesus.  Psalm 16 
describes an unyielding faith in God, which Jesus displayed, even on 
the Cross.  

The word “corruption” had a slightly different meaning in biblical 
times.   

Today, “corruption” means “dishonesty,” “fraud,” or the ruin or decay 
of something.  In biblical times, “corruption” was understood more as 
physical degeneration or decay.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Psalm 16:10 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,  

or let your holy one see corruption.  

Thus, “corruption” was used to describe what happened to the body 
after death.   

Various translations of the word behind “corruption” convey this 
sense.   

In some translations, the words “Sheol,” “Hades,” and “the Pit” appear 
– these describe where a person will be found after death.  Other 
translations will use “decay,” “grave,” or “place of death.”   

With this meaning of the word “corruption,” it is easy to see why the 
early Church latched onto Psalm 16:10 as a Messianic Prophecy.  
Psalm 16:10 points to and hints at resurrection.  

Perhaps the most important Messianic Prophecy in all the Psalms is 
in Psalm 22.



The Old Testament Prophecies: 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Psalm 22:1, 6-8, 14-18 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?    

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?   
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and  

despised by the people.  All who see me mock me;  
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;    

“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;  
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”   

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like 
wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.  For dogs 
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my 
hands and feet–I can count all my bones–they stare and gloat over me; 

they divide my garments among them,  
and for my clothing they cast lots. 

It is very easy to see why Psalm 22 was used by the early Church in 
its witness to Jesus.  

The whole Psalm is not quoted here, but it could be – Psalm 22 
seems to describe very well what Jesus’ experience was like when He 
was crucified.  
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Psalm 22:1, 6-8, 14-18 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?    

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?   
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and  

despised by the people.  All who see me mock me;  
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;    

“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;  
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”   

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like 
wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.  For dogs 
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my 
hands and feet–I can count all my bones–they stare and gloat over me; 

they divide my garments among them,  
and for my clothing they cast lots. 

The most important parts of Psalm 22 – the verses that “line up” 
with Jesus’ crucifixion – appear above.  In fact, the first verse of 
Psalm 22 was uttered by Jesus from the Cross.   

Psalm 22 is the appointed psalm for the Good Friday service.   

The next Messianic Prophecy in the Psalms is Psalm 40:7-8.



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


