
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

In some ways, it was no secret that Jesus was the Messiah.   

Jesus began His ministry by announcing in synagogue that the 
Messianic Age had begun.   

Luke 4:16—21 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.  And as was 

his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood 
up to read.  And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.  He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,  
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he 
rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.   

And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.   
And he began to say to them,   

Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Jesus’ actions matched Isaiah’s prophecy.   

Jesus did not have to say outright that He was the long-expected 
Messiah; his actions spoke for Him.    

Mark’s gospel has a parable that no other gospel has – this 
parable may be a clue to the purpose of the messianic secret:   

Mark 4:26—29 
And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on 

the ground.  He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows; he knows not how.  The earth produces by itself, first the blade, 

then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  

This parable of the “Seed Growing Secretly” is usually applied to 
faith, but it could be applied to the messianic secret, too.  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

A plant doesn’t grow all at once; it takes time.   

Similarly, a person’s knowledge and understanding of Jesus as 
the Messiah does not come all at once; it takes time.   

No one in the first century could explain the mystery of exactly 
how a seed turned into a mature plant bearing seed or fruit.   

Similarly, it is a mystery how or why Jesus’ messianic glory could 
be achieved only by first undergoing great suffering (and apparent 
failure).   

The nature of prophecy is that it’s easy to miss when it’s being 
fulfilled, and much harder to recognize the moment of a 
prophecy’s fulfillment. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

This is why Jesus was rejected as a messiah, and was crucified.   
It is also why the Disciples did not fully understand Jesus’ 
teachings or the nature of His work prior to the crucifixion.    

John 16:12—19 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will glorify me, 

for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.   
All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.  “A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

and again a little while, and you will see me.”  So some of his disciples 
said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and 
you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, 

‘because I am going to the Father’?”   
So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’?   

We do not know what he is talking about.” 

It was only after Jesus’ resurrection that the Disciples could 
understand.  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

This is why prophecy fulfillment factored so heavily in their 
preaching, and why prophecy fulfillment appears in all of the New 
Testament.   

Examining prophecy fulfillment is somewhat like “Monday 
Morning Quarterbacking.”   

A “Monday Morning Quarterback” looks back at the football game 
of Sunday night.  The “Monday Morning Quarterback” reviews 
what happened in the game, and analyzes the mistakes, poor 
decisions, what went wrong, and everything bad that happened 
that caused the game to be lost.   

When reviewing Messianic Prophecies in the Bible, we do the 
same kind of thing, but in a positive way.   

We review the “game plan” God used to overcome and defeat sin, 
which we introduced into His creation.  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

We look back at all the things that happened in the Bible, the 
things that were said, and everything that led up to the great work 
of redemption that God made happen through Jesus Christ.   

We see how God restored our relationship with Him through 
Christ Jesus.   

In studying the Messianic Prophecies, we learn to be in awe of 
God, who has worked, is working now, and will continue to work 
for the goal of Creation: to be united with our Creator in love.   

Galatians 4:4—7 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”   
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God.



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

When studying the Messianic Prophecies, we see how everything 
in history before Jesus leads up to Jesus.  We also glimpse how 
everything in history after Jesus continues toward the goal of 
Jesus, and our becoming one with God through Jesus.     

Colossians 1:17—20 
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.   

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.   

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,  

making peace by the blood of his cross.  

A good study on the Messianic prophecies will show that all this 
is according to God’s plan. 

Ephesians 3:11 
This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized  

in Christ Jesus our Lord



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Our study now turns to the Old Testament,  
as we survey the messianic prophecies  

in order.  



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The very first prophecy about the coming of Christ was spoken by 
the Lord:

Genesis 3:15 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “…I will put enmity between you  

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

This prophecy tells us several important things.   

The first thing to notice about this prophecy is that it is spoken to 
the serpent.   

The serpent –  Satan – disrupted Creation by sowing the seeds of 
disobedience, and inciting the Man & Woman to rebel against God. 



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Gen. 3:15 shows us that God recognizes two things.   

First, the root of sin is found in Satan, and God promises to deal 
with Satan.   

Second, sin has become part of the human condition.  It is much 
more than what the Man & Woman did – sin is now part of who 
they are.  The result is that sin will continue throughout all 
generations.   

God recognizes this, and promises that humans, who were 
originally deceived by Satan, will have a role in ultimately 
defeating Satan.  

Genesis 3:15 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “…I will put enmity between you  

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

Gen. 3:15, the first prophecy, tells us that the Messiah…  
 - will come from God,  
 - will be a man, and  
 - will accomplish God’s plan to defeat sin, death, & the devil.   

Gen. 3:15, the first prophecy, also indicates that the Messiah will 
suffer to some degree. 

Also, in this first prophecy, God announces that the very first 
victim – the Woman – will contribute significantly to the final 
overthrow & defeat of Satan.  

Genesis 3:15 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “…I will put enmity between you  

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”



The Old Testament Prophecies: 
in Order of their Appearance in Scripture

The translation used above for Gen. 3:15 is the English Standard 
Version (ESV).  The Hebrew word behind “offspring” above is 
“seed.”   

Many translations use the word “seed,” but the ESV does not.   

When the ESV uses “offspring” for “seed,” it is not “wrong” in its 
translation, but it is appropriate.  To the modern reader, 
“offspring” makes better sense than “seed.”   

To the ancient reader, however, “seed” had the meaning of 
“offspring” when used with people.   

In Gen. 3:15, the Hebrew word “seed” has a definite meaning.   

The word “seed” in Gen. 3:15 is singular – it refers to one seed 
only.  This means that God’s promise in Gen. 3:15 refers to one 
particular person, descended from the first Woman.  

Genesis 3:15 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “…I will put enmity between you  

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


