
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

We’ve now seen in the book of Acts how Jesus was shown to be 
the Messiah.  

In Acts, the early history of the church is recorded for us by Luke. 
Acts also has examples of the earliest preaching about Jesus.   

Acts shows some of the Church’s earliest, formal theology about 
Jesus – who He is, what His death and resurrection means, and 
what exactly God did through Jesus.   

The Gospels, like the book of Acts, were written after the New 
Testament epistles (the letters to the churches).  Like the book of 
Acts, the four Gospels give witness to who Jesus is:  
       the Son of God.   

The Gospels are less biography and more theology about Jesus.  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

The Gospels tell the most important part of Jesus’ story – His 
teachings, His life, death, & resurrection.   

The Disciples did not understand right away what it meant that 
Jesus was crucified, died, buried, and then raised to life again.  
The Risen Jesus explained the meaning of what happened: 

Luke 24:27 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to 

them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  

After Pentecost, the Holy Spirit continued teaching and revealing 
to the Disciples the importance of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection: 

John 14:26 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  

he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance  
all that I have said to you. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

In Acts, and in the Epistles, Jesus is openly declared and shown 
to be the Messiah in the preaching and teaching of early church 
leaders.   

In contrast, it is supposed to kept a secret in the Gospels that 
Jesus is the Messiah.   

Jesus often commanded His disciples and other followers not to 
reveal who He was.  After Jesus performed a great deed of power, 
people suddenly understood who He was, and sometimes 
acknowledged Him to be the Messiah.   

Jesus would not allow people to say that He was the Messiah, or 
to say anything about His deeds of power. 

This aspect of the Gospels is called the “messianic secret.” 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus made every attempt to 
conceal His true identity as the Christ or Messiah of God.   

Mark used the “messianic secret” as a way to organize his story of 
Jesus.  The “messianic secret” was a unifying theme.  

For example, in Mark’s gospel, the Disciples very slowly and 
gradually become aware that Jesus is the Messiah – demons, 
however, immediately recognized Jesus as the Messiah.   

Matthew understood the “messianic secret” as the fulfillment of 
prophecy.   

Luke’s gospel provided no explanation of the “messianic secret.” 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

The 
Messianic 

Secret

in  
Matthew

Matthew  
8:3-4

And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be clean.”  And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him, 
“See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

Matthew  
9:29–31

Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to 
your faith be it done to you.”  And their eyes were 
opened.  And Jesus sternly warned them, “See 
that no one knows about it.”  But they went away 
and spread his fame through all that district. 

Matthew  
12:15–16

Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there.  And 
many followed him, and he healed them all and 
ordered them not to make him known. 

Matthew  
17:9–10

And as they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, 
until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

The 
Messianic 

Secret

in  
Luke

Luke  
4:41

And demons also came out of many, crying, “You 
are the Son of God!”  But he rebuked them and 
would not allow them to speak, because they 
knew that he was the Christ. 

Luke  
8:56

And her parents were amazed, but he charged 
them to tell no one what had happened.

Luke  
9:20-21

Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?”  And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  
And he strictly charged and commanded them to 
tell this to no one



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

The theme of the “messianic secret” is strongest in Mark’s gospel.  
There is no clear answer to the question, “Why did Jesus guard 
his identity as Messiah?”  No reason is ever given.  

It is possible that Jesus was simply taking precautions.  
Messianic expectations in time of Jesus were for a different kind 
of Messiah that Jesus was.   

In the first century, the Jewish people hoped for a political or 
military type of Messiah – they looked for a king who would come 
and free the nation from Roman domination.   

For instance, when Pilate asked the crowds who he should release 
– Jesus or Barabbas – the crowds demanded the release of 
Barabbas, a political zealot.  That shows that most of Israel 
wanted a political savior.   

Jesus was not that kind of Messiah.



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

It is interesting to note that people did not always follow Jesus’ 
directions to keep silent.   

Would you have kept it silent?   

Do you keep it silent now…?  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

For the Gospel writers, the ultimate proof that Jesus is the 
Messiah is the Resurrection.  The resurrection should leave no 
doubt that Jesus is the promised Messiah, and this is perhaps the 
reason for the “messianic secret.”   

It is not because of His “deeds of power” that people should 
believe in Jesus – it is because of His resurrection.   

Even with the messianic secret, it is clear to readers of the 
Gospels that the Gospel writers believed Jesus is the Messiah.   

Matthew used prophecy and Old Testament proofs to support his 
claim that Jesus is the Messiah.  Matthew’s use of prophecy made 
the best impression with Jewish readers.     

Mark used Jesus’ great deeds of power to show that Jesus is the 
Messiah.  Mark’s use of power to demonstrate Jesus as the 
Messiah was best suited for Gentile readers. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
1:24-25

“What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth?  Have you 
come to destroy us? I 
know who you are–
the Holy One of God.”  
But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and 
come out of him!”

Luke  
4:33–35a

And in the 
synagogue there was 
a man who had the 
spirit of an unclean 
demon, and he cried 
out with a loud 
voice, “Ha! What 
have you to do with 
us, Jesus of 
Nazareth?  Have you 
come to destroy us?  
I know who you are
–the Holy One of 
God.”  But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, 
“Be silent and come 
out of him!” 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
1:34

And he healed 
many who were 
sick with various 
diseases, and cast 
out many demons.  
And he would not 
permit the demons 
to speak, because 
they knew him. 

Matt.  
8:16–17

That evening they brought to 
him many who were oppressed 
by demons, and he cast out the 
spirits with a word and healed all 
who were sick.  This was to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and 
bore our diseases.” 

Luke 
4:40–41

Now when the sun was setting, 
all those who had any who were 
sick with various diseases 
brought them to him, and he laid 
his hands on every one of them 
and healed them.  And demons 
also came out of many, crying, 
“You are the Son of God!”  But 
he rebuked them and would not 
allow them to speak, because 
they knew that he was the Christ. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
1:43-44

And Jesus 
sternly 
charged him 
and sent him 
away at 
once, and 
said to him, 
“See that 
you say 
nothing to 
anyone, but 
go, show 
yourself to 
the priest 
and offer for 
your 
cleansing 
what Moses 
commanded, 
for a proof 
to them.”

Matt.  
8:1–4

When he came down from the mountain, great 
crowds followed him.  And behold, a leper 
came to him and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”  
And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be clean.”  And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to 
him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but 
go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 
gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to 
them.”

Luke 
5:12–14

While he was in one of the cities, there came a 
man full of leprosy.  And when he saw Jesus, 
he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean.”  And Jesus 
stretched out his hand and touched him, 
saying, “I will; be clean.”  And immediately the 
leprosy left him.  And he charged him to tell no 
one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, 
and make an offering for your cleansing, as 
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
3:11-12

And whenever the 
unclean spirits saw 
him, they fell down 
before him and 
cried out, “You are 
the Son of God.”  
And he strictly 
ordered them not to 
make him known. 

Matt.  
4:24

So his fame spread throughout all 
Syria, and they brought him all the 
sick, those afflicted with various 
diseases and pains, those oppressed 
by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, 
and he healed them.

Luke 
6:17–18

And the came down with them and 
stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great 
multitude of people from all Judea 
and Jerusalem and the seacoast of 
Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear 
him and to be healed of their 
diseases.  And those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits were 
cured.  



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
5:38–43

And when he had entered, he said 
to them, “Why are you making a 
commotion and weeping?  The child 
is not dead but sleeping.”  And they 
laughed at him.  But he put them all 
outside and took the child’s father 
and mother and those who were 
with him and went in where the 
child was.  Taking her by the hand 
he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which 
means, “Little girl, I say to you, 
arise.”  And immediately the girl got 
up and began walking (for she was 
twelve years of age), and they were 
immediately overcome with 
amazement.  And he strictly charged 
them that no one should know this, 
and told them to give her 
something to eat. 

Luke  
8:52–56

And all were weeping 
and mourning for her, 
but he said, “Do not 
weep, for she is not dead 
but sleeping.”  And they 
laughed at him, knowing 
that she was dead.  But 
taking her by the hand 
he called, saying, “Child, 
arise.”  And her spirit 
returned, and she got up 
at once.  And he directed 
that something should be 
given her to eat.  And her 
parents were amazed, 
but he charged them to 
tell no one what had 
happened. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
7:34–36

And looking up to heaven, 
he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.”  And his ears 
were opened, his tongue 
was released, and he spoke 
plainly.  And Jesus charged 
them to tell no one.  But 
the more he charged them, 
the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 

Matt.  
15:30–31

And great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, 
the blind, the crippled, the mute, 
and many others, and they put 
them at his feet, and he healed 
them, so that the crowd 
wondered, when they saw the 
mute speaking, the crippled 
healthy, the lame walking, and 
the blind seeing.  And they 
glorified the God of Israel. 



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
8:28–30

And he asked 
them, “But who do 
you say that I am?”  
Peter answered 
him, “You are the 
Christ.”  And he 
strictly charged 
them to tell no one 
about him. 

Matt.  
16:15–17, 20

He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”  And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is 
in heaven…Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no 
one that he was the Christ.

Luke  
9:20–21

Then he said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?”  And 
Peter answered, “The Christ of 
God.”  And he strictly charged 
and commanded them to tell this 
to no one



Prophecy fulfillment in the Gospels

Let’s compare the messianic secret across the Gospels. 

The  
Messianic 

Secret

Mark  
9:9–10

And as they were 
coming down the 
mountain, he charged 
them to tell no one 
what they had seen, 
until the Son of Man 
had risen from the 
dead.  So they kept the 
matter to themselves, 
questioning what this 
rising from the dead 
might mean.

Matt.  
17:9

And as they were coming down 
the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, “Tell no one the vision, 
until the Son of Man is raised 
from the dead.”

Luke  
9:36

And when the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone.  And 
they kept silent and told no one 
in those days anything of what 
they had seen. 



The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


