
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



How to Study the Messianic Prophecies

There are different ways to study the Messianic Prophecies:  

- by order of appearance in Scripture  
- by subject  
- by author (prophet)  
- by context 

The best place to begin is with the book of Acts.   

Acts records for us the preaching of the New Testament church.  

Remember that Christianity – belief in Jesus as the Christ – 
started as a Jewish movement, but then spread outside of 
Judaism to the Gentile (non-Jewish) world.   

Prophecy fulfillment – describing how Jesus fulfilled Old 
Testament prophecy – was important when Jewish Christians 
preached to their fellow Jews. 
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When the Gospel was proclaimed to non-Jewish, Gentile people, 
prophecy fulfillment was not important, and did not show up in 
preaching.   

Instead, describing God’s acts in Creation was important.   

Only Jewish people cared about Old Testament prophecy, and its 
fulfillment by Jesus. 

Acts 8:35 
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture  

he told him the good news about Jesus…  

Acts 9:22 
But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews 

who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 
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Acts 17:3 

…explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ  
to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying,  

“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 

Preaching to Jewish people meant convincing them that Jesus 
fulfilled Old Testament prophecy.   

When preaching to non-Jewish, Gentile people, prophecy 
fulfillment was unimportant.   

Instead, preaching about God’s involvement with Creation was 
important.  In this way, preachers in the early Church could tell 
non-Jewish people about the Good News in Christ Jesus:  

Acts 17:22, 24 
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said:  

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious…  
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in temples made by man
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Acts 14:15—17 
We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, 
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made 

the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.   
 

In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways.  
Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving 

you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with 
food and gladness.” 

Preaching to non-Jewish people meant convincing them that the 
God of the Jewish people is the same God who created all things.   

This God is the One who raised Jesus from death, and who 
desires to save all people from sin. 

In the past, God related and acted in specific ways with the Jewish 
people only, but now through Jesus, God relates and acts with all 
people. 
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In the past, God related and acted in specific ways with the Jewish 
people only, but now through Jesus, God relates and acts with all 
people. 

Ephesians 2:18—22, 3:4-6 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built 

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure,  
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.   

 
In him you also are being built together into  

a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  
 

When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit.  This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel.
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Through Jesus, God has dealt with the problem of sin, and 
restores all humanity into relationship with Him, just as we all 
were created to be.   

By studying God’s history with humanity,  
 -and- God’s history with the Jewish people,  
 -and- by studying the prophecies of the Old Testament,  
  all people – Jews & Gentiles alike –  
   can see and understand what God has been doing  
   since the time of Creation.  

Since the Fall of Adam & Eve, God has been working to restore us 
into relationship with Him.   

God’s plan is put into motion in *Genesis 3:15*, and comes to 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 



Genesis 3:15 
I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

[ go back ]
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Through Jesus, God has dealt with the problem of sin, and 
restores all humanity into relationship with Him, just as we all 
were created to be.   

By studying God’s history with humanity,  
 -and- God’s history with the Jewish people,  
 -and- by studying the prophecies of the Old Testament,  
  all people – Jews & Gentiles alike –  
   can see and understand what God has been doing  
   since the time of Creation.  

Since the Fall of Adam & Eve, God has been working to restore us 
into relationship with Him.   

God’s plan is put into motion in *Genesis 3:15*, and comes to 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

The prophecies of the Old Testament are like “road signs”  
that point the way to Christ!  
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Ephesians 1:3—10 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before him.  In love he predestined us for adoption as 

sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.   

 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 

2 Corinthians 1:20 
For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.   

That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.   

Now, on to the prophecies!



The  
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…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!

…our study continues!


