
The  
Messianic Prophecies

…the coming of the Messiah  
as foretold & prophesied in the Old Testament…

- or - 
How the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ!



- INTRO -
Before starting a Bible Study on  

the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah, we 
must first be clear  

on what we understand the Bible to be. 

What is the Bible?



1. The Bible is God’s word.   

2. The Bible is the record of God’s saving acts.   

3. The Bible is the history of salvation, told from the 
point of view of God’s people.   

4. The Bible is the compendium of God’s promises.

What is the Bible?

God’s word (#1),  
God’s saving acts (#2),  

the history of salvation (#3),  
& God’s promises (#4)  

are all about Jesus Christ! 



What is the Bible?

The Bible is the story of God and the story of us.   

Events in the Bible happened over a period of time spanning 
thousands of years, and took place in several different places and 
cultural settings.   

In spite of the different times, places, & cultural settings in which the 
Bible was written, the Bible is clear & consistent in its witness.   

From beginning to end, the Bible’s message about God’s desire for us 
and His plan for all of history does not change!   

From this perspective, no other book in the world is like the Bible.   

This fact about the Bible makes the Old Testament prophecies about 
the Messiah even more impressive.  Hopefully, this study will fill you 
with awe and wonder of God’s word.  



What is the Bible?

God’s promises & God’s plan for us all are fulfilled in Christ.  Seeing 
how that is so is what this Bible study is about.   

You will learn more about God & the Bible as we study the promises & 
predictions made about Christ in the Old Testament, and how they are 
fulfilled in the New Testament. 

Note: sometimes the promises & predictions in the Old Testament are 
specific and explicit.  An example of this is Psalm 22:18 –  

“they divide my garments among them,  
and for my clothing they cast lots.”   

This happened with Jesus exactly.  Matt 27:35 –  

“And when they had crucified him,  
they divided his garments among them by casting lots.”  

(see also *Mark 15:24* *Luke 23:34* & *John 19:24*)



Mark 15:24 
And they crucified him and divided his garments 
among them, casting lots for them, to decide 
what each should take.   

Luke 23:34 
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.”  And they cast lots to 
divide his garments.   

John 19:24 
so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, 
but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.”  This 
was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They 
divided my garments among them, and for my 
clothing they cast lots.” 
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What is the Bible?

Sometimes, however, the promises and predictions in the Old 
Testament are general and symbolic.   

For example, in Leviticus - chapters 4-5, God commands animal 
sacrifices to be offered as a symbol for the forgiveness of sins.   

In the New Testament – *Heb. 10:1-18* – we are told these animals 
sacrifices pointed to Christ, who became the final and complete 
sacrifice for our sins. 



Hebrews 10:1—7 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come 
instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same 
sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those 
who draw near.   

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the 
worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any 
consciousness of sins?   

But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.  For it 
is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.   

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for 
me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is 
written of me in the scroll of the book.’”
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Why Study the Messianic Prophecies?

Studying the Old Testament’s prophecies about Christ helps a person 
of faith to understand their faith more fully & deeply.  

Studying the Old Testament prophecies of Christ shows that God has 
always had a plan in mind for us!   

For the unbelieving person, the Old Testament prophecies of Christ 
may help convince that person of God’s existence and participation in 
human life. 

The hearts of believers will be comforted – and the minds of skeptics 
could be convinced – by seeing how the prophets prophesied 
(predicted) future events with amazing accuracy and detail! 



Why Study the Messianic Prophecies?

The Bible tells the story of God and the story of us – but the Bible is 
not written for God; it’s written for us.   

The Bible is ours to read and study, so that we might believe its 
message, and have new life as a result.  

John 20:31  
…but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

Now, on to the study!



PROPHECY vs. PROPHESY

Prophecy (with a “c”) is knowledge of the future (from a divine source). 

The word prophecy is a noun.  
      (The last syllable of prophecy is pronounced “sea.”)  

*A* prophecy is knowledge of the future - usually coming from a 
divine source. 

Prophesy (with an “s”) is a prediction of the future (with divine inspiration). 

The word prophesy is a verb.  
      (The last syllable of prophesy is pronounced “sigh.”)  

*To* prophesy means to predict the future - usually from divine 
inspiration.



What is Prophecy?

We begin by understanding what prophecy is in the Bible.   

What is it?   

Prophecy is the foretelling of future events by virtue of direct 
communication from God.  The word “prophecy” comes from two 
words meaning “before” and “speak.”   

“Prophecy” and “Prediction” are almost synonyms, because “predict” 
comes from two words meaning “before” and “say.” 

What’s the difference between  
a prophecy and a prediction? 



What is Prophecy?

Prophecy & Prediction are different in a couple ways.   

First, a prediction is made by someone (anyone) about what will happen 
in the future.  A prophecy is understood to be made out of divine 
inspiration – “the prophet speaks for God.”   

A prediction FORE-tells an event – it says what will happen before it 
happens. 

A prophecy FORTH-tells an event – what will happen in the future 
happens as a consequence of present events.  In other words, saying 
it makes it happen! 

Predictions deal with facts and figures.   
Prophecy deals with truth.



What is Prophecy?

Predictions are usually specific.   
You will know exactly when or if  

something predicted happens; there can be no doubt.   

Prophecies can be specific, but are more often general.  
That is why people sometimes do not recognize  

when a prophecy is fulfilled.  

Predictions usually refer to specific times in the future.  
Prophecies do not always pin-point to a specific time.   

Because of their generalized nature, prophecies can be fulfilled in 
more ways than one.  This is so because we all know “history repeats 
itself.”  



What is Prophecy?

Predictions are more like statements: “This will happen.”   

Prophecies are more than simple statements.  Prophecies are often 
associated with warnings or promises.   

Sometimes a prophecy contains a warning or promise (“this is going to 
happen if you do not repent!”).   

Sometimes the prophecy itself is the warning or promise (“Because of 
what you did, you’ve already lost your power and your reign will come to an end!”).   

A prophecy can be more than a single statement – it can be a 
description, an utterance, a speech, all pointing to something in the 
future.



What is Prophecy?

Predictions can be right or wrong.   

Prophecies are either true or false.   

Prophecies have more “meat” to them.   

Understanding prophecy can be compared to understanding a 
sentence in German – sometimes, it is only understood after reading 
the very last word in the sentence!  

The most important aspect of Messianic Prophecies is how they point 
or refer to Christ.   

The most important feature in prophecy is its Messianic element.  See 
Luke 24:27 –  

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”



What is Prophecy?

When studying prophecy, we must remember what St. Peter said:  

2 Peter 1:20-21 
…knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone’s own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced  

by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along  
by the Holy Spirit.  

Because the Bible is written for God’s PEOPLE, it is in the 
COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS – the Church - where prophecy is best 
understood!   

There is a sense in which we can say that the Scriptures are inspired 
only to those who are themselves inspired.   

*The Holy Spirit must show us Christ*  
before we recognize the work of the Spirit in Scripture!



1 Corinthians 12:3 
Therefore I want you to understand that no one 
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is 
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except in the Holy Spirit. 
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The Neat Thing About Prophecy Is…

Prophecy is older than Old Testament Law! 

In the New Testament, writers often refer to “the Law & the Prophets” 
of the Old Testament, but the Law did not come first – the prophets 
did!   

The Law was given by Moses the PROPHET, which shows that 
prophets came before the Law!   

Question:  
If prophecy is announcing what God will do,  

who was the first prophet? 

Who was the very first prophet –  
the very first to announce God’s word,  

who first described and announced  
what God would do in the future?   

Who??



The Neat Thing About Prophecy Is…

The Lord God Himself spoke the very first prophecy! 

Genesis 3:15 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “…I will put enmity between you  

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  

Gen. 3:15 is the first of the Messianic prophecies, announced by the 
Lord Himself!   

But, this is not the only prophecy that comes from God – *all* 
prophecy comes from God, which is why the prophets in the Old 
Testament always say, “the word of the Lord.”   

Prophecy can be described as the gospel “hidden” under the covenant 
of the Law.  Prophecy begins in Paradise with God’s promise given 
immediately after the Fall – someone (Christ) will come to crush and 
defeat what the serpent did.  



How to Study the Messianic Prophecies

There are different ways to study the Messianic Prophecies:  

- by order of appearance in Scripture  
- by subject  
- by author (prophet)  
- by context 

The best place to begin is with the book of Acts.   

Acts records for us the preaching of the New Testament church.  

Remember that Christianity – belief in Jesus as the Christ – started 
as a Jewish movement, but then spread outside of Judaism to the 
Gentile (non-Jewish) world.   

Prophecy fulfillment – describing how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecy – was important when Jewish Christians preached to their 
fellow Jews. 
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